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Foreword 



The era of martyrdom for the Sikhs started the day Guru Arjan Dev was 
martyred. Although there was a variation in excuses with the change of times 
yet there was only one reason that the teachings of Guru Nanak had taught the 
Sikhs the way to live and this was not liked by the governments of the time. For 
the protection of their rights they fought four battles under the leadership of Guru 
Hargobind in the first phase and thousands of Sikhs attained martyrdom. 

After some respite, the second phase of martyrdom started at the time of 
Aurangzeb when he made a plan to bring whole of India under one religion — 
Islam. Guru Tegh Bahadur and the Sikhs arrested with him were tortured to 
martyrdom. For the defence of faith, Guru Gobind Singh founded the Khalsa on 
the 30th March, 1699 A.D. The governments of the times had tried hard to finish 
off that Khalsa. They put a price on the heads of the Sikhs. Sikhs were hounded 
and killed but could not be finished off. They braved all the adversities but kept 
up the independence of life. Those Sikhs captured Lahore in 1765 A.D. where 
they were tortured to martyrdom. 

The third phase of martyrdom started during British rule when the Sikhs, 
besides waging armed as well as non-violent struggle for the freedom of their 
country, started movement and agitation to free their religious places of the 
misdeeds being committed there. The Sikhs freed their religious places from the 
priests and got independence for their country. The purpose of the Khalsa does 
not end with the attainment of these victories. Much is to be done to propagate 
the teachings of Guru Nanak to the whole world. 



S. S. Jagdev 



Dating of Sikh History 

The readers of Sikh history are sometimes confused about the dates of events 
when they find them to vary from book to book in different history books. This 
difference is bound to remain as there is no hard and fast rule or method to 
convert the dates of Bikarmi calendar to the Gregorian calendar. 

Every year Christmas is celebrated on the 25th December but the birthdays 
of Sikh Gurus, do not fall on the same dates every year. Even Baisakhi, the 
birthday of Khalsa has no fixed date according to English calendar. The reason 
of this discrepency is very simple. The history of the Sikhs, written before the 
establishment of British rule into India, was in accordance with Bikarmi calendar 
which was introduced by Raja Bikaramjit, fifty-six (56) years prior to the birth 
of Jesus Christ. Before the introduction of that calendar into India a year was 
divided into six seasons and twelve months. The dates of the months were 
according to the waxing and waning of the moon. The year started from the second 
month of the spring season. The change of the year was set to certain position 
of the sun in relation to earth. So there is no leap year in Bikarmi calendar. 

The calendar which is used for Christmas was introduced by Julian Ceaser 
in 42 B.C. That calendar could not catch up with the seasons. In 1582 A.D., 
Pope Gregory XIII made some changes in the Julian calendar which came to 
be called Gregorian calendar. In this calendar February comes to consist of 
29 days every fourth year whereas it is of 28 days for the rest of three years. 
Gregorian new year starts on the 1st of January while the Bikarmi calendar has 
13th or the 14th April as its first day. From 1st January to 13th or 14th April, 
the Bikarmi calendar is 56 yeares in advance and for the rest of the year it is 
57 years ahead. 

Gregorian calendar was officially adopted in Britain on the 13th September 
1752 A.D. For the British the first leap year was 1756 A.D., when February was 
of 29 days. From Baisakhi of 1699 A.D. to 1756 A.D., there were fourteen leap 
years. So Baisakhi of 1699 A.D. is deemed to be on the 30th March, 1699 A.D., 
though there was no Gregorian calendar in use at that time. 

When historians translate Indian history from Punjabi to English, they 
consult comparative calendars of running years for change of dates from Bikarmi 
to Gregorian calendars which are different every year. This has resulted in 
confusion and variation in dates. 
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¥TFt HHt ^TT H ^Ft HHt ^Ft Ufa* TO £ VHU TO I ^ ydddl UT3H 

^H, fife ^fefW, frJ?^ rTUWH £ Sfocf TO H H UTf WTO ^ rft fiM 

ifto offet Ht i urj rft £ §?p" ^t h^- §"lra" pu^ §?}t § we\ ^rt w^t mnft Ht, 

frldJl £ tt'<Std'<S fa^ TO ^oT ^Ht »F 3Ut Ul 

£ W WW rft § UTU dfddlfytd rft £ 1628 EtH^t fa^ HBTW 1 " TSTO" UF 

ufro i/fa f^u fro ^t tM Ht i §h sfcr f%u >h t f mfuu riw ^tto §u ^H'd' 

^3TFH?7 I §7yfirir¥^ut^?^ 1657 ylHsH 

fa^ Hddi^'H to 1r irfTO*, nnrer w ^i" ^ ifeu nnt 3 

Wt H^t § UJf - W Ut H^ 1 " oTTO ?F frJH 1 " I £ flfH 1 " UofH UTf - W 

^t H^ 7 TO, TO ?FW f<Ss*'Qd1 W oTU fe^t I 

WdltHM £ HTO "3" TT^ UTf ufof^TTO rft trot UTF ^ W 1 ^ HHt H ^Ft HHt 
^TT §7p" ^ ?FW TO I 30 HW, 1664 «1hW1 § 3Tf rft £ rT3t Hfe HVF§3 fVef 

HoTH yrT UTFI UTU "3UT HO'tid rft £ VUTZ Ud" ©1^ UTf tft ^t fa^ 

TO U UTF I Tjfa TO § rTrT UTU-UTUt 7F trot H 7 §H £ H^F HTO H U3 rJofltJ'd' § 

^ ofb-rart TTHTO 06^' ^ >>TV^ #t H fePK 1 " Ht I ^d'^' H^T 

rft, H^ 1 " H77, HHHU^H? >>TU ^t W fe^ U T W U, W oTTO H% W tdl^'cS 

rjt rcS^'Odl HHoTH TOt gut U I fej ^ ¥HtrT ^ TO, frTU^ ^ fTOoft H HdU'W 
HVH^ TO I rTcra >>FU TOT HH¥ 3* HHt ^TT § tdl^'cS ^t H^" H H^t ^TT § 
^tiftg ^t W ofTO ^ VF? W ^ I" gjf rft ^ *!W'cS ^t TO^t V^ 7 ^ ofH 

# Wt HHt OTT § til^'A ^ ¥THt TTaft § ^rft^ ^t H"U f^t I 

>Hddlrjy ^ 1674 HtH^t W fJ^Hd'cS ^ 'fHoT ofTO OTt oTH>ft^ W 
rWdtdHdl frf^T § HHHVF?) yd'Od ^ UoTH f^H 1 " I HH^'d >>f^T?7 ]tTO ^t 

dw^'d >>rut frra yc^'Od h 1 vfro^, ofHvftn ^ Htft gw, tffen tou 7 ^t ^di^'yl 

TO 25 HHt, 1675 HtH^t § WT^Utf f%y Hlf H^T Hd'^d rft W TO H §77 >K T V^t 
tt'rJ'dl HTf rft § ^ft I Blf rft rTW TO WrT^ H Hfavf UF HoT cri^ ^ Hd'^d 
?7Uf rTC I ©y § yd'Od W?t fcSd^O H >RTO WI^'kH rlt TOt U I f^H 

W?t BJf rft 3 f feF, "3Ht HQt"d t tT # orfu ^# fa 3Jf ^BT W >H T BT 

TO I rf 3Ht' §7f § W Wft »fni^ »TU HTOVTO TO H'^'dl l" >Hddldy 

^ feu TOUT f>f^- UJJ Tft ^t fdl.^d'dl ^ UcTH oTU f^H 1 " I UTf rft fdWd'dl ^ TOt 
11 rjrt'yl, 1675 «1hW1 § >TO^yU H 1 >HW § ^ W I >KW yrTC" f^TU rTF fWUt 
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"djf rfl" § fdl.^d'd oCtt WB\ ^ dd'^' 77 U # fdhcid'dl^ f^3t»F I 

^ddldy ^ ^rF UoTH > H T ^5" *H HTf rft § HHWH 1 ?) F^?> *5Ft fcr few I UTf rft 
77 77*71 oft ftfgt I aHFTfor 77 djf 77 sJd'Od T^t, §?T ^ fdl.^d'd UF fw § 

^ yruH^ ^frj cthw ^377 ^ h7tw few i §77 ^ fk>>ra nt fa djf itf fmr 

§ cTHW TO 3", ^U ^ fyHW'K offH ofa I orat»T 77 H¥ Ifferr 

H3\ § ^U rTS" UofH f^H 7 " I 

oTt^Jf- ^ SBW 1 " H3" 5T 3^ KHt 77 dlf rft >>fdT HTTHt oft^t, "W% ! 
»fHtH fc§ H K HUH HT77 §^ tfdU'cS U 3" >tf T U^ T STO yU 1 " oTd HcP l" BJf tft 
£ >HHtH FH" flft 1 oTHt»T 77 HB\ § feF, "F^, ~3 few cT|H ofa H H 
Hdd'd f£s\W tj^tw VTFP" VT^ I HHWVTO U 3" Kd77 WsT H77H fe^ H'^ dl 1 , ftft 
rJH Tv^tw ijddfl'X 1 , Ufe OTt Hd/ t?t HcT^ tNTcjft ~3 "doT dddfl^H 7 I ^ffoWH 

oTftt 77Ut cfddl' HU ^ Zen? oTU f^H H'ddl l" HHt tPH 77 f^H 1 ", "H fiwt 

IT HoT# yfdHd ^ HoT^ IF I H§ U^r »fH HcTH ^ 77Ut' I H§ HUH £ cfHH yfdHd 
77TTd" »T^e T 3 l" §H ftfST oTnt»T 77 §7^ »fWt Hd^? y^t I 77 §*3U f^ 1 ", "t&T 
H77 >>TU 7TO ^tfU»T tT^, H^ 7 HTJ Hd HdHF U^ 1 " 7p >H T U^ djf ^WtJUt 
HoT ^lt"d oTU HoT H H§ dfe, frTH 77^ §7^ f ^oft?7 >)f tT^ VT 

ynt MHt »ryut vffeH ^or iiuw^ ( " orntw ^ toh ?ra tiw 77 8 <s«iyd, 

1675 ylH^l § rd'^cS] W f^g, HHt ^ HcftU ^ W ?TO ^ WB\ oR f^TS I 
oTt^T 77 10 77^d, 1675 FtH^t § H^t ^ § J fe^ WJZ ^ H 1 ^ W 
UoTH Hd'fynT I oPBt»T 77 H^t § J OTZ tT^ If Ufcj& fcr, U H fyHtt'H 
ofTO oTd # »nr^t tr?7 W W H Htr cTd l" aPYt H3t 77 feH 7 ", "HTft 77Ut" HH¥ 
HoTe foT Hdt HrT ^ Hdt MHt fHd^ djf ^ UoTH H77S" f?^ U I fej tTO HrJ'Qd f^B 77Ut', 
fHddl fFoT fe77 fed fTTcTW rT^t U l" fej HS" ^ Hrt't 1 ' 77 HHt § 

J f%^r mh? f^H 1- h fw w $ >hut ?5UF f^nti ^Ft HHt fen wtrat 
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Bhai Mati Dass and Bhai Sati Dass 



Bhai Mati Dass and Bhai Sati Dass both brothers were sons of Bhai Hira 
Nand. Their ancestor, Gautam Dass was a resident of village Kariala in Jehlum 
district. He was initiated into Sikh faith by Guru Arjan Dev. Pleased at his 
services, the Guru had bestowed on him the title of 'Bhai' (brother) which 
continues in their family to this day. 

Their grandfather, Bhai Praga, had been given command of a 'Jatha' (unit) 
by Guru Hargobind in the first battle with the Mughals in 1628 A.D. He died 
of deep wounds sustained in that battle. After that, Bhai Hira Nand presented 
himself in the service of Guru Har Rai. Before his death in 1657 A.D., he left 
Bhai Mati Dass and Bhai Sati Dass, elder of his four sons, to serve the Guru's 
institution. In accordance with the command of their father, they started serving 
the Guru's institution with heart and soul. 

Bhai Mati Dass and Bhai Sati Dass accompanied Guru Har Krishan when 
he went to Delhi on invitation from Aurangzeb. After the merger of the Guru into 
the Supreme Being on the 30th March, 1664 A.D., both the brothers went to 
village Bakala. On the manifestation of Guru Tegh Bahadur, both the brothers 
presented themselves in his service. When Dhir Mall could not become the Guru, 
he made a fruitless attempt to shoot the Guru in collaboration with Shihan 
Masand and his gang. After that he had taken away valuable items from the 
Guru's institution to his camp. At that time both the brothers gave all the help 
to Makhan Shah to present Dhir Mall and Shihan Masand in bondage before 
the Guru. 

One day, Durga Mall, the Diwan (chief minister) of Guru's institution 
requested the Guru, "Respected Guru ! My body, soul and worldly wealth are 
all at your service but it is becoming difficult for me to carry out the duty of Diwan 
due to old age. These two nephews are in your service who are trustworthy and 
faithful sons. If you deem fit, bestow the elder Mati Dass, the honour to serve 
as Diwan and the younger Sati Dass as Wazir (public affair minister)." Accepting 
the request of Diwan Durga Mall, the Guru entrusted the service of Diwan to 
Bhai Mati Dass and Wazir to Bhai Sati Dass. 

In order to bring the whole of India under one faith, Aurangzeb ordered in 
1674 A.D., to convert Hindus to Islam by force from the Kashmir side. Before 
bowing their heads before the sword of Sher Afgan Khan, the Governor of 
Kashmir, the prominent Brahmins of Kashmir led by Pandit Kirpa Ram appeared 
before the Guru at Anandpur on the 25th May, 1675 A.D., and explained about 
their helplessness. The Guru knew that weak and terrified people do not become 
brave by listening to episodes of bravery. Fearless and great leadership is needed 
to make them fearless. So the Guru said to them, "Go and tell the Governor that 
Guru Tegh Bahadur is our leader. If you convert him to Islam, we shall become 
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Muslims of our own accord." On getting this message, Aurangzeb ordered the 
arrest of the Guru. For courting arrest, the Guru started towards Agra from 
Anandpur on the 1 1th July, 1675 A.D. At Agra, when the soldiers came to arrest 
the Guru, both the brothers came forward to offer themselves for arrest first. 

On receipt of the second order from Aurangzeb, the Guru was asked to 
embrace Islam. The Guru refused. In order to intimidate the Guru, the qazis 
(Islamic magistrates) made a plan to torture to death, the Sikhs arrested with 
the Guru before his eyes. They thought that the Guru would embrace Islam out 
of fear on seeing the Sikhs murdered. The qazis decreed to cut Bhai Mati Dass 
with a saw first of all. 

Hearing the order of the qazis, Bhai Mati Dass prayed to the Guru, "O True 
King ! bless me so that I may do my duty by sacrificing myself for the glory of 
the faith." After the Guru had blessed him, the qazis asked Bhai Mati Dass, 
"Brother, embrace Islam and enjoy the pleasures provided by the government. 
Moreover when you die as a Muslim, you will go to heaven where there will be 
streams of milk, many kinds of wine to drink and beautiful women to enjoy. If 
you do not embrace Islam, your body will be sawn into two." Bhai Mati Dass 
replied, "I can sacrifice hundreds of such heavens for my faith. I don't need women 
nor wine. I see all the happiness in the path of my faith." After his refusal, the 
qazis asked him his last wish, to which he replied, "When I am being cut with 
the saw, let my face be towards my mentor so that I may behold my Guru till 
my last breath and he may keep on seeing me so that he may be convinced how 
happily I reach my last destination." By the order of the qazis, the executioners 
sawed Bhai Mati Dass in two on the 8th November, 1675 A.D., in Chandani 
Chowk, Delhi. 

On the 10th November, 1675 A.D., the qazis ordered Bhai Sati Dass to be 
wrapped in cotton and burnt. Before being wrapped in cotton, the qazis asked 
Bhai Sati Dass, "Save your life by embracing Islam and live in pleasure." Bhai 
Sati Dass replied, 'You cannot understand that my pleasure and happiness lie 
only in obeying the command of my Guru. It does not lie in saving this life which 
must end one day." At this reply, the executioners wrapped Bhai Sati Dass in 
cotton, poured oil over it and set fire to it. Bhai Sati Dass remained calm while 
burning till his last breath and remained true to his resolve. 
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fe>>TO ^H 



fe>>TO *PH, sH^t VTFt ^H £ HyHS >H3" HUfc aT^t TOt fnW £ ^ WH 1 " TO I 

Vn^" oftj UT? H7> I §17 £ VIMd'cS £ ^ >HHty^ F afu"^ TO 1 1657 «1h^1 

VTFt OTT Ht HTf Ufo^fE Ht £ tddHcS' *5Ht cffa^ra >>TF I §U ^njH rTS" *T3T 
>H T V^ fro Ulf -UIU ^t oTTO *5Ft 3TF I 3T|-ure V#H oTTO HH 
^H fft W^ 1 " HW £ TO I 
tfW'cS tJ33T ^t fH.^'dH §TT^ 3TJ 3BT Hd'^d Ht £ §7^ § U^-wt H3^t ^t 
HV feHt Ht I 1665 ylH«^1 3Jf HBT Hd'tdd tft VTO IT >HH r K § tTO *T3T, 

§ var^" i?t ot-^h wet uro ^ hth to i (htj ) arfw fnuj nt ^ ut 
H^tf fe^T ufF»T ^ H'fjyd'^ £ Bof §y ^t fnw^t ^ut I 

25 HFt, 1675 ylH^l § cTIf HBT Hd'tdd Ht 3 oTHHfat W £ ^UH #H ^ fw, 

H^t H^'^'d' § vicsfy^d ^ vfcjrer wet iffe»r 1 Hrfc^r ^ fncr §^ Ht, "wis 
»rv £ ?ro w ^t »rfep>r fe^t i" §iy vpjt^r fe^ fenra ^h ^t 

TO, fFTy 7i W fe^ 3If Ht H 1 Ufa^T fdlsid'dl f£s\ Ht 1 

9 <S^yd, 1675 FtH^t § oTBt»T ^ ^Ft fe>>TO § Qnttxi ut 
fy6'y tT^" ^ UoTK ofd I 7; .^d^' H^" ^ HTf rTt W >H r feP>f r 

HHft I ^Tf tft ^ fer, HTT ^t ofVrFt HOT U HTHt U, ffTH oPTO ^t ^t H% 

?ra irf^T >>T HTFt U I HHt TO U 3" 3TT ^ fTOoT TO U I KB" ?5Ht feH TTW ^TI 

fo<dd] wnt ^^t ufe" u Horet u vrar §>ra ^ h^ot h?M ftrn 1 " ^t unft wut h£ tth" 

^t IffUTT TTW ^TcJ BU TO I »TU § >HoTO H^Wd 1 HWH l" 

orat^ ^ wt fe>>ro ^h § Qy«^ wt ^t t?cJT fy6'Qd ^ uf^w fcr, ">hh 
^t hh+ u 1 f" fynwH otto ^ffH tftr f ^?r, ?^ff H^t tto 1 ^t 

Horaft^+ f?Ht»r H'ctdil^r 1 h Ffw nt ftr §h§ frot gufunt ?ro ^tfer fep>r Ht i" 

^TFt feWS ^H ^ fe^, HHt ^H f ^Hf ?^jt' ^ W I HHt" #P)f Ht 

§u »fni^- Bjf ^t fep- Ht, w §ne H^t? § ofe for 

Ht I §U H 1 " Hdldd § HTO uf^T l^H^H 1 " HH 1 " fHPH 7 " I HM^l o^t, HUt 

^ Qyw^ wt ut fw fe^- 1 @u wt ^t wfe utf i ^7 

W >TH U^t»F »f?5BT tj fep>T H ^t >H T HH T , VdVF^H 7 HVT HTFt I 
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Bhai Dayal Dass 

Bhai Dayal Dass was son of Bhai Mai Dass and younger brother of martyr 
Mani Singh. His grandfather, Balu Ram had attained martyrdom while fighting 
in Guru Hargobind's first battle of faith against the Mughals. His ancestors 
belonged to Alipur near Multan. Bhai Mai Dass came to Kiratpur for an audience 
with Guru Har Rai in 1657 A.D. While returning, he left his three elder sons for 
service of the Guru s institution. Bhai Dayal Dass was fifteen when he entered 
the Guru's institution. 

On recommendation from Diwan Durga Mall, Guru Tegh Bahadur made him 
minister for domestic affairs. In 1665 A.D., when Guru Tegh Bahadur went to 
Assam from Patna, he left him at Patna to look after his family. The birth of (Guru) 
Gobind Singh took place under his care and service and he looked after the prince 
till he reached Anandpur. 

After sending the Kashmiri Brahmins back on the 25th May, 1675 A.D., Guru 
Tegh Bahadur decided to go to Agra for courting arrest. Before leaving Anandpur, 
he asked his principal devotees to ask for any blessing they had at heart. All 
were unanimous in their reply, "That we be granted permission to accompany 
you to Agra. " Bhai Dayal Dass was also one of those Sikhs who had been arrested 
ahead of the Guru. 

On the 9th November, 1675 A.D., the qazis ordered that Bhai Dayal Dass 
be seated in a cauldron of boiling water. On hearing the ruling, Bhai Dayal Dass 
asked leave of the Guru. The Guru said, "Brother, your service has borne fruit 
due to which your turn has come before mine. Great are you and blessed is your 
devotion. What pleasure can be greater for me than to see my lifelong devotees 
sacrificing their lives for the protection of human rights even ahead of me. May 
God bless you with success." 

Before putting Bhai Dayal Dass in the cauldron of boiling water, the qazis 
said, "There is still time. Embrace Islam and save yourself from pains otherwise 
you will face greater agony than your companion. You have seen how cruelly he 
was sawn." Bhai Dayal Dass replied, "You could not harass my companion. Did 
you notice, how calmly he was meditating on the word of his Guru when he was 
being sawn. Having made mockery of bodily pains, he had diffused into the 
Supreme Being. Hurry up and let my soul attain unity with the Lord." On his 
reply in the negative, the executioners sat him in the cauldron of boiling water. 
He stayed on sitting in the water with an unwavering mind. His flesh separated 
from his bones and his soul merged into the Supreme Being. 
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w^t ~3 T zf~ r fmxj 



1710 ylH^I ww w^ farm yd'tid £ w faHtere 7 wbh ore c? 

Ht^rf^r § HHte £ vtot to 7 fe^ 7 nti oret ^wh^r ^t fif^ 7 ^t vrwcft u tth" 
*h ^t §77 tjtret** 7 ^fkr >>tuht ?r HTHt»r i H'fjy u 7 ^, csufdd ftfe ^ 3ireT 
©77 f^r Ht, pHdd 1 >>f 7 TOt>H 7 ure^H 7 ^fph 7 ^ te 7 fee tJoro *ret ^ 
fe^nti cSHfod ?ro wure ^d'd' fu^ ^ >rot fnw 3" cjjcrayH firm ^ hToh fent 
oftnt, "hhT >Hn^t»r u3t>>F § H?> c7 ^fw" ore i fcr y^frf 7 fedt/l»r yr^t ^ro 
ore^r to i H'foy £ 3xto t to" f fez focv, "?Rr ir hh 7 f cut ore^ 7 ct th 
vr ^7 #fw ?rw fey § y^'di 1 1" 

fKliF £ ¥H fife % Hdrd'd >HH^ fnW 3 HWW frfllf § FnfUH ^ ^t ^iftoft ^Htl 

£ ^exret ^t»r w^x 7 wt ore ^ f^t^r 7 h vrfer ^nt nre 7 fnuf u Aura fe^ if 
fent i we\ nre 7 fiw ^ fu^ £ ^fro ret ere c? djd'd 1 ore^ ht? i §iy £ 
fee fdd'fyH utft tnt nt, fpft §77 £ ww yd'fy»r ufe»r Ht i 

H'fdy U 7 ? § f^T fTO §7TU >>TCHt £ ^efW", "Hd^'d fnui ffTH £ dd'stf** 7 

Uf^tf 7 Wt oftHt»T H?7, §U ^Ht Hre 7 fHUf ^ »fFT >>f r fe>H 7 trfe»r 5 l" H'fdH 
»FTO" >K T ^Ht H ^" ire UtT fuPK 7 ^ ^Ft 3^" frfuf § §TO fer, "Vf^ 1 " ^ 

HSfet^^ fHW £ H'fdH ? W H^tW feoT fU3t»T H fer, 

H'fdy <TF, fjTUf ITH yfytHdl oT^ 1 "U^t ^ .SiHrd'd Hj^U ijcJT IFH rT ^few^ Uf^W I 
§IT ^§ H W^-H^ $ fW § HXT^ HFt, TOFT H 1 uftTH 1 " VftR^" W^t H 1 ^ 1 frN 

F #g ytT fePK T I HHtT 3of ^7 ^t fW ?TO H^t ^ Md'yl UFt, fRH fe^ Hdtd'd 

^etw ^ ¥rT fgp>ri 

.^Htl'd ^ >Hn^ ^HtfFW" WTFF ferT ^ # ^ HH^'d Bo^H 1 M 1 ?) § 

fewt>>r I §H^ HH77 M 7 ?) § ^ UtT^ W^-H^d" ^ 3" fcr, TO" Ut 3^ fHUI ^ 

^ipf w ^ ^w fnuf § fhfe 1 " tt vra^ vra ifh ofu i" hh?7 itro £ ire ^ ufc^ 
ut ^t ^re 1 " frfuf § yrr UTHt fe" hh^ wt; trT w # >>t fer Hti ^7 ^ ^ nre 

fW f feT5 5re ^ fcr, "ffTH f TTUH 7FH 1 W7> fw^t 5, §U TO" H 1 ^ ^ ^ tT HoT^ 7 

u i" 52 fw f^r tnt ^t h 7 ^ ^ tt^ nnt fe>xre ?f trfe»r i nre fro hto 
w^ 3" to 3tf 3 vo-r^ y 7 ?) ^t §^tor ere?) Arer i £ y^ro ^tf irfrpH 7 h 1 uhw 

TO Arel I 1726 FtH^t ^t fer^t ftf?7, 52 frw, ^ Uf^-H^'d' ^" ^ToreF 

oree Hut^H 7 ynrn ore uth i 
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Bhai Tara Singh 



In 1710 A.D., Baba Banda Singh Bahadur abolished landlordism in his 
kingdom and made tenants the owners of land. Inspite of the end of ownership 
of villages, many headmen did not give up their old habits of arrogance. Sahib 
Rai of village Naushehra was one of them who used to set his mares free in other 
people s fields for grazing. Mali Singh and Gurbax Singh of the adjoining village 
Bharana requested Sahib Rai, "Please keep your mares in the leash. Roaming 
free, they destroy our crops." Sahib Rai said in an arrogant way of a headman, 
"I shall tie them when I cut your hair and make ropes of these for this purpose." 

The Singhs told about this excess of Sahib Rai to Sardar Amar Singh and 
Baghel Singh of village Bhusse. They caught hold of his mares, sold them and 
donated the money received to the community kitchen of Bhai Tara Singh. Bhai 
Tara Singh of village Wan farmed for a living. He lived in the fields where he 
had constructed a Gurdwara. 

One day, one of Sahib Rai's men told him, "Sardar Baghel Singh who had 
stolen your mares has come to the abode of Bhai Tara Singh." Sahib Rai reached 
the dwelling of Bhai Tara Singh with his men and said, "My thief is in your 
dwelling. Hand him over to me otherwise I shall take him away after giving shoe- 
beating." Hardly had he uttered these words when a Sikh, standing by, gave him 
a few hits with his shoes and said, "It may be some time before you beat but 
today have a taste of it yourself." 

After suffering insult at the hands of the Sikhs, Sahib Rai went and petitioned 
Zafar Beg, the Commander of Patti. To teach a lesson to the Sikhs, he reached 
the abode of Bhai Tara Singh before daybreak with two hundred horsemen. There 
was a pitched battle between them and the Sikhs until the sunrise in which 
Sardar Baghel Singh attained martyrdom and two nephews of the Commander 
were killed. After that, the Commander fled taking away the corpses of his 
nephews with him. 

The Commander took the corpses of his nephews and showed them to Zakrla 
Khan, the Governor of Lahore. He gave Momen Khan two thousand horsemen 
and said, "Proceed immediately to the abode of Tara Singh and present him dead 
or alive before me." Bhai Tara Singh had got information beforehand that Momen 
Khan was coming with an army. He gathered all the Sikhs at the camp and said, 
"Whosoever has his life dearer than faith can leave us now." None of the fifty- 
two Sikhs was ready to depart. All the Sikhs took up positions and began to wait 
for Momen Khan. At the arrival of the army, both sides started attacking. On 
Baisakhi day of 1726 A.D., those fifty- two Sikhs attained martyrdom fighting two 
thousand horsemen. 
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W^ dofldd W 



Wt ZToTtoTH W F 1 " tT?7K, 1724 FtTT^t fe^ wt WT HH tfH3t F UTC, fypHTO 
f%£ I fTO TTT^r frftf H7> d" QrtxT' SFt §HU Ut fw ^ W Hdtd'd fan?? 

frfuf yH^t ^HTt fc»TZJ oTU f^H 1 " foPJT I H3W ? cFTT fed ?t% HF^\ WK WHt 

WFt HHTd^ TFfe^ of^ H?> I Wt dolled W HW^t W ^UHt fWS" 
Ft I §U tFoT fTO "3" Wt H^T TTVTHt HHWVTO I 

fFor nwWt thph 7 ufFnr nti wt UoftofH w ^ fra w^a" ?re fht^ tr 

fewi §H?J doflofd W § f^d'Qd HFt H^t >THT § ofe f^dt I >HFT Wt 

UoftoTH W £ BTH ^3>T § 3P7§" ofe ftTdt I KHWTO HrffoW £ tT^-T 

HTH § HHWTO fFcfS" U ^ HW^t f rT ^ offu^T W^t, "WT >HHT UoftcTH W 

§" W feF 3 HF^- oT^T l" HH¥t 7? fcr, "§H orsfcT £ *tM ^dVT § BTTf" cT^t»T ?" 
MdfoW »fgf Ffw, "FTF >HHf §H § fcr fa »ffit' d^t facFfFH MH^t W 

orwr 3^ §h ^ fer fo §u vrc^t w 7^ff i ®h£ vth 3 §hf hu% fmr u?? i 
&j w vte^t ^ ot^t id<9di' i" Hw^t f Ifu ^" w bttt >>rfF>>r i 
wdf^^r § fcr, "§h or^u f h% w w ^ fe»r^ i" 

wdfcy^r ^ wit orfe ^w, ^Ft uoftor^ ^f h fne 1 " fu^ vrs^t w ^tf i 

VT?5^t £ ¥*Ft 0c<1o<d ^F § VUW Ut ^ ^ HW if cTcT f^W \ WS^t ^ UoTtoT? 

HUH oTH f^T, W KS^t ^ BTH 1 ?T UfF^ I §TO dollojd 
^F t ^ ^ tH^'rt^^ ^ >HHt^ tHI W?rT f^ 1 " I >m& fe^ oTi=ft ^ sTfT 

Opioid ^F § WW fe^ fcr, "H ^HVT § HFTf ofe ^ HH?T £ fo* ^TF 

to, fRH ^t h§ gun wt Tqrr fvra^t wt^t u i #f fen dicS'o ^ tow hhv 1 ^ ftfe 7 
3+ d^ gpru ypH^ u Here 1 u i" o^l^d ^ hfr>to re?? ir f«<so<'d 

oTH I >HHfa t^T ^ UoTH ?TO ^Ft UoftoT3" ^F § ?TO Q^.^' WFcT ^ ^fe»F 

Wt^ ¥3T ^ Wt UoftoTH ^F § ^ HW^ HoTcffof 7 " ^T?) W #tT f^H 1 " I VTH 7 

^ 77 ^Ft defied W § fcr, "HFt, HUt Hd" VT ?TU3t d^ U TT^gft, H | 

fd>>rBT f^d 1 " d^" k F>ry d" wravft irdu ^et >r w^'^'dfl i vrat U3>rd>F >>f^r wem 

U §U XHH fcS^'Od ^t fUKd HWH, Hdlt^l U^t l" US VTTO §OT^ ^t Wt 
defldd W ?? HHWVT?) re?F oTJH 77 oftH 1 "3^" yQtd'd ^ UofH ?TO HA^dl 1735 «1h^1 
f Wt doilold W f HUtH ofcT fBW I 
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Bhai Haqiqat Rai 

Bhai Haqiqat Rai was born at Sialkot in 1724 A.D. His father was Bhai Bhag 
Mall Khatri. His maternal grandparents were Sikhs and he was married at a 
young age to Durgi the daughter of Sardar Kishan Singh. During Mughal rule, 
children used to go to mosques to study Persian from Maulvis (Muslim priests). 
Bhai Haqiqat Rai was also learning Persian from a maulvi. He was the only Hindu 
while all his other class-mates were Muslims. 

One day, the maulvi had gone out. Bhai Haqiqat Rai had a quarrel with a 
boy. In order to tease Bhai Haqiqat Rai, he called bad names to mother goddess. 
In anger, Bhai Haqiqat Rai called name to Bibi Fatima in retaliation. When the 
Muslim boys heard him calling name, all of them gave him a sound thrashing. 
He returned home weeping. 

In the evening, the Muslim boys got together, went to the maulvi and said, 
Today, when we said to Haqiqat Rai that their gods and goddesses are made 
of clay and all are false, he said Bibi Fatima to be false and called her names." 
The maulvi said, "Did that infidel call Bibi Fatima names ?" The boys exaggerated 
the event and said, "When we said to him that we would complain to the maulvi, 
he replied that he was not afraid of him. His maternal uncles and inlaws are 
Sikhs. He will get the maulvi eliminated through them." The maulvi was greatly 
enraged on hearing this. He said to the boys, "Call that infidel and bring him 
to me." 

At the message from the boys, Bhai Haqiqat Rai and his father went to the 
maulvi. As soon as they arrived, the maulvi caught hold of Bhai Haqiqat Rai and 
started beating him. The maulvi beat him to unconsciousness but his anger did 
not subside. He arrested Bhai Haqiqat Rai and sent him to Amir Beg, the 
administrator of Sialkot. The next day the qazi said to Bhai Haqiqat Rai in the 
court, "You have hurt the feelings of believers by calling names to Bibi Fatima 
for which you should be given severe punishment. For this sin you can be burnt 
alive after pouring oil on you. You can be torn apart alive from dogs. But your 
sin may be pardoned if you embrace Islam. " Bhai Haqiqat Rai refused to become 
a Muslim. By order of Amir Beg, Bhai Haqiqat Rai was hanged feet up from a 
tree and beaten but he did not agree to embrace Islam. 

Amir Beg sent Bhai Haqiqat Rai to Zakria Khan, the Governor of Lahore. 
Mother Goran said to Bhai Haqiqat Rai, "Son ! No doubt I shall lose a son by 
your death but if you give up your faith I shall be called the mother of a deserter 
and faithless son. I pray to God to bestow on you the will to keep your faith even 
if you have to sacrifice your life. " When Bhai Haqiqat Rai did not agree to embrace 
Islam even after further torture, he was martyred by the orders of the Governor 
in January, 1735 A.D. 
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vntf fmt 



sTFt H?Tt fmt ^ tT^>f 10 HW, 1644 v\h4) § fife wftw, ftw Htl^ddl^ 
Ufe»T I §U >Hnf^ fv^ 1 " >TFt vfowt ^ BTO Ufa Wfe tft F iddH<V HHt c/]ddU3 

> h t f h Bif -uju Ft h^ 7 ofu?? wet afo i too^ WW Ft §HU feF- §iy Ft Wx*\ 
wVt Ft ynut nt§ tfw ore fent gret i 1690 ylHs/l Ft ?tf^" Ft iferftnt 1 , gjf atfro 
frfui ?rt £ §77 § tdW'cS Ft ferdt 1 20-21 fr^, 1704 yln^l Ft g^ § >H£Fyg 

^3 H>f , BJf TTt £ § BTcJ F HfuW 1 " £ f^fl- ijgtjiQi ;gt mtf I HHt 1705 FtH^t 
f%F aTf rft F W# §Tra §U W% oft drt^sJl y^H, fift oTf tft £ \TH i >tf T fF Hfe 
feWHt H US o<d^'9 I 1708 ylH^I f%F VFH 1 " HFS c73 £ §7p" £ fgtf\ ^ ufeyfed" 

H'fdH Ft Hsf-HF 1 ^ WEt »ffH3Ho T ¥TT fFET I 

1735 ylH^l f%F TO F HTO'd Borate ItTT? 7; F FIJ3>>r H r^'dlldtd'd' £ 

»fn^"»fn^ fyw 1 ^ F fw £ WBH ofa?7 F Uc7H cTC fFlh fw F #^t t/k 1 <S MUH 

§ 1736 ylH^l feF- >>ffKHHB" F* ZFoTH H oPFt >HTOW HTFcT § c^d^'W f^H 1 " I 

fHoT fe?7 hw^ 3 §77 § y"fe>>F, "ftf£ frm »mt' hw if, §h ?ra ^ij to* tr w$ 
to 1 fyHtd 1 oft wtt 5 ?" orat £ f^g fe^, "ufoHFo r H'fdn f Hokd f ujf 

£ >H r fe-dM , d Vrf^T Ht I PHdrf' ^t §H Hd«^d f%F PyHcS'cS oft" WFt U TT V^t lit ^U 1 " 

ora fe^ 1 " ^ H?^t frfw § ufeKea" H'foy ^t ct% fe^ i 

H?rt frfm rft uto yrftra - 1r or§ tt^ fu^ tohv^^t £ ¥u §w tt ct 

I f^oT HTK oTHt >HWH BTTc7, H7>t fHUf WF^ cTfe M 1 , SUH 
Ht>rU U3 I UofHF # ^t»T ^^Bt^ c7H TWt'cT^t^l^^Hf ^-^ct^OTTOl'' 
¥^Et H?7t ftfui §TO 7ra §HU W ^ ^TF H Hi%>>r §^ ufHVfe^ H'TOH 
f^? VTcJ ct §y § fer, "3Hf § ?^ft' l" cT^t VTHcT ^t, <FH § ^3 ^ 

H?7t frw ^ orat ^t >rre ?ra UrT^ torn orar ct yy^'d w 1737 
«1h«^1 ^t tdl^'wl fe^ WEft ufcHeg h'Toh ^ y^ t^dHcS ore?? Ft fy^'dd ^ 

ct fw § M^t>>r feu fe^tw 1 yQtd'd ^ ^1^'<s «w ?fh fkw ct, ^dH<s> wFt 

>H T ^' fmr § ^rT #H ct Hre?> ^t HcftH TO 7 " W^t I M?>t 1lfu| § HTO 1 ^ "^t WtVTfSt 
HK frra ^W feP>T I ^ fw § ?T F H^U #H 3" W ?7 jffoPH 1 " I 

HH^'d 3 FTHt H?7t frfu/ f TO W ct toTH ^ VHMI ^Ft H?jt frfuf 3 fcTU 1- , 

"rT^ W Ut 3Uf 7ffeP>F VH fcTH ^FT ^ ?" §H flf^ HUti'd 3 § HHW-T?) 

WFt fcF I §y ^ ^rg- ^ fg^T 1 oPHt WW BtTcT 3 H?St frN f HEWofe 

ct oTHW cftH iTC" Ft HtT fe^t I 14 1738 FtH^t § §7^" § 3W W 

W TO ofe ^ HUtF oftH 1 " fuP>TI 
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Bhai Mani Singh 

Bhai Mani Singh was born on the 10th March, 1644 A.D., at village Alipur, 
district Muzaffargarh. He came for a glimpse of Guru Har Rai to Kiratpur with 
his father Mai Dass for the first time and stayed back for service of the Guru's 
institution. He was married at fifteen to Bibi Sito, the daughter of Bhai Lakhi 
Rai. After the battle of Nadaun of 1690 A.D., Guru Gobind Singh entrusted him 
with the service of Diwan. At the time of leaving Anandpur on the night of 
December 20-21, 1704 A.D., the Guru entrusted him to take the Guru s consorts 
to Delhi. In May, 1705 A.D., at the call of the Guru he reached Talwandi Sabo 
where the Guru got him to write the original manuscript of the Holy Granth and 
prepare some copies. In 1708 A.D., Mother Sunder Kaur sent him from Delhi 
to Amritsar for service of the Harmandir Sahib. 

In 1735 A.D., Zakria Khan, the Governor of Lahore, ordered village headmen 
and landlords to finish Sikhs of their areas. He also appointed Diwan Lakhpat 
Rai, an enemy of the Sikhs, the administrator of Amritsar and Qazi Abdul Razak 
as the police chief. One day the Governor asked them, "What is the reason that 
no matter what the number of Sikhs we kill more are created ?" The Qazi replied, 
"Their Guru had put the elixir of life in the pool at Harmandir Sahib. Whosoever 
bathes in that pool, gains eternal life." Hearing this, the Governor ordered the 
filling up of the pool with sand and turned Bhai Mani Singh out from the service 
of Harmandir Sahib. 

Having been turned out from Harmandir Sahib, Bhai Mani Singh took up 
residence at the Sultan Windian's well. One evening Qazi Abdul Razak came to 
Bhai Mani Singh and said, "My children are very ill. Medicines of local physicians 
and doctors are having no effect. Children wake up with nightmares." Bhai Mani 
Singh went with him to his house. He sprinkled water from the pool of Harmandir 
Sahib over the children and said to them, "Be not afraid during the night." As 
the Lord would have it, the children stopped having nightmares. Qazi Abdul 
Razak stopped silting up the pool. 

With the help of the Qazi, Bhai Mani Singh got permission from the Governor 
to allow Sikhs to have free access to Harmandir Sahib for ten days on the occasion 
of Diwali of 1737 A.D., on the condition to pay tax of Rupees five thousand and 
so he wrote letters to invite the Sikhs. The Governor and Diwan Lakhpat Rai 
secretly planned to kill the Sikhs coming for the pilgrimage. Bhai Mani Singh 
came to know of their plan in time. He sent messages to Sikhs not to come and 
so no fair was held. 

The Governor called Bhai Mani Singh to I^ahore and demanded the tax 
money. Bhai Mani Singh said, "What for should I pay the money when the fair 
was not held ?" Then the Governor asked Bhai Mani Singh to embrace Islam. He 
refused. Qazi Abdul Razak ordered that Bhai Mani Singh be cut joint by joint. 
On the 14th June, 1738 A.D., he was martyred at Nakhaas Chowk by cutting 
him joint by joint. 
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1738 ylH^l fw oTHt ^TcT ^ fw IFF VT? tT^ Vfara 1 , HQ^'d £ 

vm uure £ >>ffH3HU ^ 5d«^'M g^ 1- fe^ i M ufevfeg H'foy § fro ?p^-ure f%^ 

fo»F 3" >tfni^t HfO.^W §TT Wdl'Qd ?5cJF I §TO >>ffH3H3 H fw ^ VFd I 

§h fw §u fro>>r § fw ^ uvne^et odrr # 3 3ut otto wfcpH* i htt ^ 
ura §rre Uoth ?fw *ffe»F fdP>F i §h£ yloi'Ad tt ^ fBor fw £ £ nny^t d'Md 

3" Ufe H'fdy ^t U dUt tWHt W FlW I §H rT% iHMtd'd £ tdl^'cS feu falF, 
"U ^Ft frfui, PHdd 1 HH dUT5 ^ ^ H >>T# ?" W frfw H 3"^t Hfdd'H 

frfuf ?> TT^ 1 ?5Ft *>FU^ > H T U 3" ^FtTcJ oftH 7 I <JJU ^JfcJT ^JfcJ^H oTcT?> flfiir > >ffV{3Hc T 

FrTt H#U, §?P" ^HW FrfcP? 3" *ffdP>F, l/£t £ HHWHW #H W f^T 

3 blddW ^t»F M»r u*fe»F ^t»F fw *3 WFt»F i »ffH3HU £ yVr # 
£ wfe>>r § ir^t fwfw 3 »fn/ u% hj to 1 ufovfed" H'foy yt? ^ £ W# W^t 

£ ^PJT fd[ W UUT^ fH^" UWJU TO 1 " UoT Ut" f^F 7ft, oMdl** 7 ^ TTO U f^F 

Ht 3" ^HHT f^B HU 1 ^ W tfr UW f&T Ht I §?jF £ fut»F VfH £ IfWU TO ^ 

fSRT, "MHt HW 7^ >H T ¥ TP l" W tuj^ V^Uf TO ut wt>>r ZIT ^ OT^" OTt 

ff^PH 7 3+ f^o[ fmi ^ ^3t cTH @Htd' TO TT 1 ^ W5%T of^ f^d 1 " 3 6loJdl*>T ^5t 
HUt yr^f ^ §H fW^ fHU U 1 " ffW I tJTT frfuf ^ VTH ^t Hairtl M3H oTd f?3t I 

frfw nru^r ^ ?U3t ?ro M3K ord ^, utf^r f^w >hh^ 

>hhu u btf i kh ^ fng w ^ ^ fnuf tfh 3^r ^evren H'foy yt? bthi 

h ^ Fre w fVfu; 3 vifdd'y frfui to, fpra# yloCcSd f%^ uftfe to i w trw 
^ fe»FU ?rut ufe>>F i ^fdd'y fVfui ^ H3 tto ^ wdoc g^ frfm 3 Qwe\ U3?7t nld'^d 
nfro to, ftfij* § wTod'y frfm tf^ 7=ffdP>r fu^ ^? ^eridt, ?ft yfuu § hV fnp>F nt i" 

Hy^'d 3 feu TO ^ ^dtdlcS .^Htd'd § fodT, "3 VftdW U^" ttT H ^ tT I VlfOd'H fiw 
J 1^ ^ W >>F I ^ §U ?F fHH 3* §HU V3U § H »F^t l" .5rlt"d ^ orfUS" 
yfoU ^ Hdrd'd Vlfdd'H frflLf ^ TJ3U f §TT€ ?F ofr3 T I fHof ^H3 ^ V3U ^t ItTHcT 

F U% oTTO 7 ^toT HHTS^F I §TT TO-#^ f%^T cTF fHW oF^t t^MKT U fUPH 7 " Ht W TO fdP>F I 
?^ yfUU 7 3 OHtr" y3U Hdltdl W3 cTU UTE I UTF fjfuj ^ y3U Wtf UTO fHW ¥^ ^ 
WWHfefwi 1745 ylH«^1 fWfForfTOWTHtHfdd'y fHUf >fld'3<! »Ffe»F 3* »FoTJ5" 
^H tTf^FHt? ^ §H§ fdl.^d'd oTU^ feV I M ^ HH^'d ^ TO 1745 ylH«^l f^U 
§H§ 3HTU ^ ^ HUre oTd^ 7 f^H 7 I 
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Bhai Mehtab Singh 

In October, 1738 A.D., Qazi Abdul Razak was killed in an encounter with 
Singhs. After him the Governor of Lahore appointed Massa Ranghar as the new 
Police Chief of Amritsar. Massa Ranghar turned Harmandir Sahib into a dance 
hall and started holding his parties there. By his order all the Sikhs of Amritsar 
were hounded and killed. After this he began looting and harassing Hindus, 
accusing them to be sympathetic with the Sikhs. The house of Tej Ram was looted 
on his orders. He went to Bikaner and told a Sikh squad, his tale of woe and 
the plight of Harmandir Sahib. The leader of that squad said in the congregation, 
"Is there a Singh who will cut and bring Massa Ranghar's head here ?" Bhai Sukha 
Singh and Bhai Mehtab Singh came forward for this service. After prayer to the 
Guru, they set out for Amritsar. They reached Damdama Sahib by evening. 

On the next morning before starting from Damdama Sahib, they disguised 
themselves as Muslims of Patti and filled two sacks with the pieces of broken 
earthenwares and loaded them on the backs of their horses. Entering Harmandir 
Sahib, they tethered their horses to the berry tree and went inside with the sacks 
on their shoulders. They saw that Massa Ranghar was sitting on a bed smoking 
hubble bubble, prostitutes were dancing and wine was flowing freely. They placed 
the sacks under the bed and said, "We have come to pay the revenue." When 
Massa Ranghar bent to feel the sacks, one Singh cut his head in a flash and 
put in a sack after emptying it of the potsherds. The other Singh made short 
work of the company of Massa Ranghar. Having finished their work with the speed 
of lightning, the Singhs mounted their horses and were out of sight in no time. 
By evening both the Singhs reached Damdama Sahib. The next day they 
presented Massa Ranghar's head on a spear to their leader at Budha Johar. 

Aqil Dass Jandialia, the government informer told the Governor, "Sukha 
Singh and Mehtab Singh are the persons who have taken away Massa Ranghar's 
head. They are living in Bikaner. Sukha Singh is not married. Mehtab Singh' s 
wife and his seven years old son, Rai Singh are living at Mirankot whom he has 
left in the care of Natha Khehra, the headman of the village before going. " Hearing 
this, the Governor said to the Commander Nur Din, "Take your army to Mirankot 
immediately and bring Mehtab Singh here. If he is not there, bring his son with 
you." At the demand of the Commander, Natha Khehra did not hand over Rai 
Singh to him but preferred to fight to save his friend's son. During the skirmish, 
Rai Singh was badly wounded but recovered. Natha Khehra and his son attained 
martyrdom. I^ater on Rai Singh's son Bhai Rattan Singh wrote Panth Parkash. 
When in 1745 A.D., Bhai Mehtab Singh came to Mirankot, Aqil Dass Jandialia 
had him arrested. With the orders of the Governor of Lahore, he was tortured 
and martyred in June, 1745 A.D. 
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TO 7 frfm 3" ^Ft dldH 1 fmt 



1738 Ftrfet fe^ orat WW B^ToT W H^Ht WW afovTO ^ frfur #W cTTO 
oft3 tTO fw, WW ^ HW^ tfcTd^H 7 *TO £ >HHTO M 7 ?) IJH^t §" HTH^t ltrT £ 

fent i §h ^THHt ]§?r § frfg cM frfm fnwe 7 , §u §h£ §h ^ ut h^ fe^t i fecr 

fTO WW HHU *TO TJTH^t, T^ 7 ^ oTU3 fyfuf U% >>T few I §7^" £ §H§ £ Herd" 

fw^ 7 ^ ur^ f ^d'fy^, fan tttw §net to u BTFt i §h fusr hw 1 ? £ frfur 
^ fro w ct >h t ^ ^fww § fo™ TO Hf oT^ fe^ i hto h^ frfui ww ct "e^w 

Tjfw fe^ TO cJTE" I fHdd' frfW WW £ TO fe^ dfu" fdW, §U F^ 7 fe^ WcT-feu c7 

fro otz^t | f^j to 7 frfux %, s^'d 1 3 btcTFF firm Mt^t, frr^ 
H^t, hto HWi foro fee" wcr-feu ct fro ore to to I 

feoT fTO &U H^cT £ ^ F 7 ^ 7 fee Wet fh?> TO, tT^T § fwiflw £ dTW 7 
cTTO >H^FT Hd'yl frot I f£cT, offe fdlF Ht, "U^ W fmt TO IT ^TO Ft^F 

fee WcT cT dltH'd 1 cTTO TO l" H'fytd £ fHW § TO fw»T Tft I ^ §W fTO 7 , 
"§U frfm ?^jt' tj HoT^t, fHdd' fdkld' ^dT F 7 ^ 7 fee WcT cT fTO cT^ 7 U# l" frfuT W 
fTO QfytHdl TO 7 ^ <V dTHt I §y £ F 7 ^ 7 fef focTW cT ^ fwut VFd" fW3 I §H flf^ 
§U ^=fe frfw 3TO H T TO ^ WW TT^ ^Wt H^cT £dtdlcS H^H ^ ^ fHcT yW 
§^UU TO HTF I ^ Ufi" ^W cTW fer W 3 BTH ^W W fFcT W UW WU^ W 
tW §cfH W^ HJ cT^ fe^l TO WU|^ fg^r f^H F^ 1r tw tofH ^ cT WW 

1 ^7 fw § yw §^ fnV ^rr crfen cft§ f rre 1 or^t mv u fep>r 3+ §7y ^ 
nQtd'd § fw¥ cT #frr»r, "trot fwy frfm fe 7 , u% u hz 1 i w wi^r gf# w 
wi^r fe 7 1 >>ry tro h »tu frfw to 1 " i" 

HH^'d ^ trot fvrw^ tTw T w ^ f fer h # ct fw § fdi.^d'd ct, 

7TW W cT >>T§^" ^ UcTH cTU I tWW ^t?7 £ UW §W VtT cT fw § fcTZT, "HTff 

^ U H TTO fecT H fHWt TO I BTF ^ W TO TO H HT^ W drt^'d' TO I 3hT 
H^ 7 " HoTTO 7 ?^ft"" ere HoT# I for WFt TO 7 5 BTft fdl.^d'dl ^ l" fw ^ §W fwW, 
"3 »TTO ^ fWUt TO cT HTi" HoTTO WHt #TT ^ I fe^ U% ^ft' l" fHW 7 W WWcT^ 

H5" ^ .5Ht"d ^ fnwt#H fe^ i w^t^f^ty^ wrafw^Ftw 

7yrX5 >Hfet>H 7 I ffft ^ .iHtl'd ^ orfTO §afd, cT^t fTW ^ HoTTO WHt f^Wd" ?F 
Uf^H 7 H 7 .^Htd'd H HrfdW f fFct^re frfuT 3HW 7 cTTO ^ UoTH cT^ fTO 7 I ^ frfuf 
fFcT H W HoTTO 7 of^ TO 1739 FtH^t fee H#et»T "U 1 " BTF I 
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Bhai Bota Singh and Bhai Garja Singh 

After the death of Qazi Abdul Razak and Mufti Abdul Rehman at the hands 
of the Singhs in 1738 A.D., Zakria Khan, the Governor of Lahore put Abdul Samad 
Khan Yusufi at the head of an army patrol. Wherever that patrol came across 
a Singh, they killed him there and then. One day, Abdul Samad Khan fell into 
the hands of Nawab Kapoor Singh. He tied him head down, behind a horse and 
ran the horse at a gallop which caused his death. After that, the Governor began 
rewarding those coming with the heads of Singhs. A large number of Singhs left 
Lahore and went to other provinces. The Singhs who did not leave the Lahore 
province spent their days hiding in the bushes. Among those were Bhai Bota 
Singh Sandhu of village Bharana and Bhai Garja Singh Mazhabi, his companion, 
who were living in hiding in Tarn Taran area. 

One day, while they sat hiding in bushes by the roadside, they heard two 
soldiers talking. One was telling the other, "Now, the Singhs spend their time 
hiding in bushes for fear of death." Perhaps he had seen the Singhs sitting. The 
other one said, "One who passes his days hiding in the bushes like a jackal cannot 
be a Singh (lion)." The Singhs could not tolerate this insult. They came out of 
the hiding and killed both the soldiers. After that, both the Singhs posted 
themselves on a bridge near Noordin s inn on Tarn Taran to Lahore road. They 
started collecting bridge tolls at the rate of one Anna' for a cart and one 'Paisa' 
for a donkey crossing that bridge. Everyone using the bridge paid the toll-tax 
without any argument. When sometime had passed with the establishment of 
Sikh rule over the bridge, they wrote a letter to the Governor, "Beta writes in 
this letter : He has a staff in his hand. He has imposed a toll of one anna on 
each cart and one paisa on each donkey. Tell brother's wife Khano that Bota 
Singh says this." 

On receiving the letter, the Governor sent Jalal Din with one hundred soldiers 
to arrest and bring the Singhs with him. Jalal Din came to the bridge and said 
to the Singhs, "There are only two of you while I have one hundred soldiers with 
me. You have only clubs while we are armed with swords. You cannot face us 
in a battle. As such, it is better that you surrender." The Singhs replied, "Select 
four of youi soldiers and send them to fight us. Then you will see our hands 
wielding the clubs." At this challenge of the Singhs the Commander sent four 
soldiers. In the twinkling of an eye, the corpses of the soldiers lay writhing on 
the ground. When no one came forward to face the Singhs again, the Commander 
ordered all to attack them together. The two Singhs attained martyrdom fighting 
one hundred men in 1739 A.D. 
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fnur 

itot cTcJ fcfuj rft "UUH 1 " fto f%\J > H 1 ~tot l^zt tof 3 VTH 1 " F TTW cffto H?> d" *fdt oTcf ^ 

>Hn^rr<s^' omfto i^^fws^ MewwmttfdPwtit I <*'«1 d'd fHW^fW^^TO 
to^F T H^^,U^>>toFTto T ^TOto ttd^tdFtdddd y^^rorrtoto^yd dl£ TO I 
fFoT fTO top" IPH fto HHWTO VFsft BUtH HtfH U 7 "? ofto TO?t crfew 1 to 3 to 

1r uftorr tot firm ?re -dm otot, "vrat tot § tot f 1 .Sn^'d to* ^ B" few Ht i 
k Oh^I ferfto nQrd'd ifh tt £ ototi to £ to orafuat fw ira - vra^ 7 ^ 
fto 1- i fto ^ft fto tota Ft tot :dto r F tot' i" tot d^j firm £ to £ fto 7- , 

"tot UoTd HQtd'd £ tot tot, 3TJ TTOcT F fto fto tot cJTFt U I tot tot cTC 
fto 7 " F >k ^WVtT H'^dll l" 

fro* fulr frfur f 7 " fto w to w Ft waif 7 " trftor tot ton & fkftw i 
tot firm £ to to S totx w fT ntote toti to to £ tot fto ^nr h 7 ^ 
^ totn mm Ft tot to w uto" ftot i to fto tot f 7 " .Sn^'d wf&w few i 
vto fto £ Ftot w£ £ yytd'd Htofor tro § fen to cto w to f fFtoi §ro 

tot fHW § fdl.^d'd tot fwut to fto I frfuj £ fdl.^d'd ofTO »to 

torton* £ for, "tot >>rto- vrocr ^ uoth f #d h§ fdi.^d'd o^?7 >h t f u ^ k 

>>TU3- VTOoT iE UofH ^ W Ufe>>r >H T V § yr^r rT^" T^ft' ^ HoTU 1 " l" fmFZjt 

§h ^et fe^t k?7 ^ tr^r tr^" fw, § ?ra w # yQ^'d ^ w u utf i 

HHtd'd ^, feH §ira fa frfu/ ^ HHWTO H^" rTS" ?TH frfur 

§ fdi.^d'd ot^t 3^ frfux § fer, h 1 ^ ^nvn hw? u Here to, h 

w& i" frfuf £ §^ fe^ 1 ", ">f?t frM itw ?ro fcs^dil iHfvra ot+ 

t ^ wdi'fe^ ^|>rat H^t >>M tjw'di', fRH ?ro to U#Uft l"fejH?^ HQ^'d 
J huh bttt >>rfH»r i £ frfuf § "d tj^^'fy>>r, fe^ fn^r tot w 

^TT Hto Odd^ 1 fe§t ^ H fe^ fTfB ?T §BT HoT5"l §H 

§?p f fEoT Wt f^l 

hth § Hy^d'd w fwH to u fep>ri totvr ^ tjth?7 u htf h 1 " nQ^'d ^ ^Ft 
tom frfuf § d^ frfw to ot§^ wnt #frr>>r i frfui ^ ^7 § 

mw ^ nto'd w to fto 1 " 1 trto 1 ^ ^ fcr, ""^t h 1 ^ frfiu tot h yQ^'d ^ 
fto fto >r^t ^ to § fwH >>r hto 1 " u, ira Hto^ ^t to wt frfm ^ iiftor 
utoft 1 hto >xto utot 1" nto fyfuf ^ §ora to 2 nto^ ^ wt d^f 
fHUf ^t tot h ^ >>rto fto fto >tot w to f fw^ >>r fmr 1 22 fro nto 7 ^ to 

tot F HZFU fFto crfTO fw 1 HW'yl 1745 Httot f TRTO ^B of^ fBPH 7 I tot 

frfui § to 1 Hto'd ^t to ^t wg^ ftot, ^7 ^t y?to fto^ fto 1 " 1 
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Bhai Taru Singh 

Bhai Taru Singh lived with his mother and younger sister at village Pahoola 
and did farming for his living. His father had died while he was still young. It 
had become a part of his life to speak with love, serve everyone who came to 
him and help those in need. 

One day, Rahim Bakhsh, a Muslim fisherman stayed at his house to spend 
the night. Before going to bed, he talked to Bhai Taru Singh, "The Commander 
of Patti had forcibly taken away my daughter, when I complained to the Governor 
about him, he got me thrown out of the court. Nobody listens to the complaints 
of the poor in this regime." Bhai Taru Singh said to him, "Your complaint has 
not been listened by the Governor but it has been heard in the house of Guru 
Nanak. Your daughter will reach you in a few days." 

After some days a squad of Singhs passing that way, met Bhai Taru Singh. 
Bhai Taru Singh told them about the trouble of Rahim Bakhsh. That squad raided 
Patti and returned his daughter to him. The Commander of Patti was killed in 
that raid. Khushala, the headman of village Pahoola, informed Zakria Khan, the 
Governor, the secret behind this happening. The Governor sent soldiers to arrest 
Bhai Taru Singh. Bhai Taru Singh said to the soldiers who had come to arrest 
him, "You have come to take me away on the orders of your master. I, bound 
by the orders of my Master, cannot let you go without meals. " The soldiers acceded 
to his request and after taking meals, arrested him and presented him before 
the Governor. 

Hoping that Bhai Taru Singh will help in arresting other Singhs if he 
embraces Islam, the Governor said to him, "All your sins can be pardoned if you 
become a Muslim and cut and give me those long hair of yours so that I may 
make a string of them for weaving my bed." Bhai Taru Singh said, "I shall keep 
my faith with these hair and you shall be controlled by my shoes and with these 
you will die." The Governor was beside himself with rage on hearing this. He got 
Bhai Taru Singh mounted on rotating wheels of torture and then from a cobbler 
got his scalp removed so that hair may not grow again. After that he got him 
thrown in a ditch. 

In the evening the Governor could not pass urine. When the efforts of the 
physicians failed, the Governor sent Bhai Subeg Singh to seek pardon from Bhai 
Taru Singh. He sent him to the leader of Dal Khalsa. The leader said, "The 
Governor can pass urine if he is hit on the head with the shoe of Bhai Taru Singh 
but he will die before Bhai Taru Singh. The words of the Singh must be fulfilled." 
When the Governor took the shoe of Bhai Taru Singh and hit his head with it, 
he was able to urinate. After surviving for 22 days with the help of that shoe, 
the Governor died on the 1st July, 1745 A.D. Bhai Taru Singh gave up this mortal 
body after hearing about the death of the Governor. 
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hh^t fnW 3" H'dy'd frrur 



^Eft H$3T fFRXf , fU3- rTO, fef tfW £ ^fe" ^£ £ f«^s*'<S H?7 H TO 

fe^ Hdot'dl 6tftd'd H7> I 1733 ylHsH fe^ *FWH § H'dfld ^ HH £ Hdcf'd 
H ?TOH fc^ HHFH 1 " ora^f^jfT yft I 1745 FtH^t fe^ HW 1 ? t^t>>T TfcTTi: £ fw 
W U rTC HVf § *PWH IFH tfrPtf 1 " Ht I HUtd'd £ tTH »f^H T ^, HHtd'cf § wt 

^re frfui ^et fare fw to tfw fw^" >n'0't" fer nt i 

1 Htt'«l, 1745 ylH^l £ Rc7cft>>r *F?? U Ho* TF<f ftf?, Qw T^Rjtw *F7? TO 
^ 75Ft, ftHd^ 1 HcWdl 1746 «1hW1 fes > HX7T r 5 T E" £ ^ fw UFt f^oT F^U fw 

vrfW tow Ht, yQtd'd § fer, "tooT fifuf frfur ?ra fvrftw ufe»r § i fer HdoCd £ 
fyfur § tF c7 ft i fen£ crffe *h >>fu ^ fw £ fra frfui ijgfor >>fu^ 

fH^fW>fret>>FH?7, ft^' <VttQcy ^HHUaTCtHtl klH£ Oh tT3H^tHiF ^dl tJ'Jltfl U l" 

yQtd'd £ 3^ hh^t fw § hhwhtt h^ ^ frfur ^wew^^ u^h ere fe^ i 

HHo7 fw ^ >>f5W WK W y^U ¥THt H'Oy'd fw, fHcT HW^t IFF sJ'dHl 1^77 TFF 1 " 
Ht I HW^t § tT^T Wt Kt^T fw fdlsid'dl ^ W *&F §TO H'dH'tH frfuf 

§ KHFSVTT) WFt feF ^ H >>n^t H^oft Wx?\ §H ol^ fofQTol 

§ orfu ^ wt HWi fnuj § fd^d'd ot^t f^r i d^fddl orat 3 &r § fer, 
hhT hhh>to ^ Fr# ^ htf £ h^ u hto to i §y £ xran 

Td^'fy^r fmr w ~& &j f^or § ir^ 1 ^ ^ fyHWK orro ore fe, ^ §y 
tthh ?r f^rfePH 1 ', h^t fw y?7 otto §u ^ tun t HTF I 

f^R feS" oTtTt H ^TFt FWH fHW § fer, "HZ 1 ", 3^ to § oTHW c7^ f^BH 1 " feP>F 
H^tfe HcT^- W?t| HHWVF?) W^ 1 1" ¥^t HWiJ fnW ^ §^ 

fe^, U H3 w H^ret i fen^ >h^h fro fe?7 >h t ^ t ut u i" ortiTt ^ f 

?njH #h ftTH 7 "3" § h^ 1 " ct fer, HHWTO U^" fer 

HHHVT?) tl^r H?) TT l" ^Ft HHcJT fHUi 3 fer, a VT feH ^t cftHH flJ^ >>TU^t ?^ft' 

^ Hore 1 " i" oPtiTt ^ orffe *h yn^ § fe^ to ^? H T uvr^ few*? 7 fgp>r i oTtift ^ 

§y FIT § foWH cTTO oTTO WEt fcF I ^ZF ^ ?FU fw §33" H^ cT § 

oTHW cTTO H 1 " UcTH ofU I 10 HW, 1746 HtH^t f HW'td' ^ to 3" § 

othw ore fuH 1 " i §h fe?7 t/W'<s ^ fw ^ w w fn^'Qd hfI", to nfuu 

£ fw § fefS" ore^ cT, cTHW dd^'Qd OTt, Hfoo T F ^ftw U ore fUH 1 " I HfUo r 

^ Vmt ftff»F ^ t/l^'<S § QdJ<Vd fW ^ oTHW cTTO ^frPJF 3+ §H^ 

fc7vF, "H >HtT TO >>F cT fc^ fw ^ oTHH c7TO f ^,H^?t ?^ft' dd'dl' l" 
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Bhai Subeg Singh and Bhai Shahbaz Singh 

Bhai Subeg Singh was resident of village Jumber district Lahore. He was 
well educated and scholar of Persian. He was working as a government contractor 
at Lahore. He mediated between the government and the Sikhs in 1733 A.D., 
when the Dal Khalsa was given an estate. During 1745 A.D., when the Governor 
Zakria Khan could not pass urine, Bhai Subeg Singh was sent by him to the 
Dal Khalsa. As advised by the leader, the Governor had kept on passing urine 
when hit on the head with the shoe of Bhai Taru Singh. 

After the death of Zakria Khan on the 1st July, 1745 A.D., his son, Yahiya 
Khan became the Governor of Lahore. To avenge the death of his brother Jaspat 
Rai, who had died in an encounter with the Singhs near Eminabad in January, 
1746 A.D., Diwan Lakhpat Rai said to the new Governor, "Subeg Singh is in 
league with the Singhs. Your father had to hit himself on the head with a Singh's 
shoe at his bidding which caused his death. He should be punished for that 
crime." 

The Governor ordered Bhai Subeg Singh to become a Muslim and spy on 
the Singhs. Eighteen year old son of Bhai Subeg Singh, Shahbaz Singh, studied 
Persian from a maulvi. When the maulvi came to know of the arrest of Bhai Subeg 
Singh, he asked Bhai Shahbaz Singh to embrace Islam so that he may marry 
his daughter to him as he was handsome and genius. Bhai Shahbaz Singh refused 
his offer. The maulvi asked the Governor and had him arrested also. The qazi 
said to them, "If both of you embrace Islam, you will be pardoned." At their refusal 
both of them were mounted on rotating wheels in sight of each other so that they 
might embrace Islam seeing each other suffering. But they did not forsake their 
faith although both became unconscious due to excessive loss of blood. 

Next day, the qazi said to Bhai Shahbaz Singh, "Son ! your father has been 
executed. I can ward off your death if you become a Muslim even now." Bhai 
Shahbaz Singh replied, "Death cannot be put off. It must come one day." The 
qazi sent the son away, called for the father and said to him, "Your son has agreed 
to embrace Islam and you should also consent to do so." Bhai Subeg Singh said, 
"I cannot give up my faith at any cost." The qazi again brought the father and 
son face to face. He again asked both of them to come to the fold of Islam. On 
their refusal, the qazi ordered both of them to be killed. On the 10th March, 
1746 A.D., the executioners beheaded both of them. It was on that day that 
Diwan Lakhpat Rai had got together the Sikhs of Lahore and handed them over 
to the scavengers of the city for slaughter in order to exterminate Sikhs. The 
prominent Hindus of the city pleaded with the Diwan, not to murder innocent 
Sikhs. He replied, "If God Himself comes and forbids me, I shall not stop." 
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t/W'<s «w ^ £ fw w »f^ ot" ^ to ^ w w^ wet, nftra £ 

W% fw § Hfotf F ¥Bft»F IFF 10 HW, 1746 FtH^t § c73W of^" I §H fw 

^ IJtTO UtiT^ frT H HimW W cttrefwf ItfHH TOHHt^fwi §?f fe?F 
cM W^" U*FU fW F SWT fe^, ot'd^'cS F ^3" F >>FH 1FH WTU WFt UFt 

Hf ore f^H i fw ^t, h 1 ^ ttr ^t»F w >>rer ctFt uh 3wt §y £ uzr^ ^w 
fw»F i ft? ^t fw f firs' firs fw vfT i fw ifh fHOd 1 »fo f^ nt, §u 

H¥ MHH tt fHPK 1 ! HF fW W F 1 ^ Mdl^ 1 §U ^TT W gT¥ ?F oTS" ¥F ct W F+F I 
fFof fes JfFH #W, fW £ W f^f foc7W £ ^TT §*U3 oT? fF^ I rTF ftT 

F HoPHW >>FFt §F HF^ S^ ct ^FT 3TF 3 ittT HUH ftisf ^fu 3TFt I Srf 
£ HHfs^ fcT fw BW 3TF fife* oTTO" ^Wt £h Ft Fcret Qfeold U ct ^3" § R cJTFt I 
fW £ cT @H StT Ft ?cT^t F U3, ^-F^ 3" ufwtf oFf cTtt H f^ W 

f^F- rF ct V?FF- W Wet I W f%F jttfl" ^3F >F% F*F <TOf H?7, fc<QTo( W F W3" 3TF 
§ fW ^UH ?^jf HH?> fFF H?7 1 H#3 § tTF ^F §, fw F cPU § SnF" HW 

Ft ^ fkwt §H3 H^t £ >H%T Wdl^ 1 fFHtl fw W cT3" ct IT3W 3" cTOT § 
FW VF I fw W fy»TW Ht I^J^t fTO H(S3' §7^ § inm ^«Qdl1, W fro H§ 

rT^ IRF^r £ gtwt»T H W cVW fw W H^'dld oft^ I §7^ § tfl^'cS 
<FF ^ Uc7H y?T fHT»T Ht fcT f?TH" ^ ^t fw ^t H^E cft^t, frftr cftHT 

tTWI 

frttf Hdtd'd' ^ tHW cftH 7 " fcT WW fw ^FHH fes VIF^r ^ rT^" ~3 

ife-H^U fw HTTjt ^TT § t ^W IF I fW ^ UHH 1 " U0'd19 

Hu^t i*B lor Hot i w^r fw >M uf ir Hut^ fw cftoyg Vr? art i 

ife-H^U fW, fW ^ IRF^T §^ ^ TPS" fVsT H 1 ^ frT §^ ~ZZ "UF I fef 

U^"-F^t f%^ W ^ BW W%T^ ?TW Hdtd'd W fnm ^t H3" ?Z cJTHt I ^F 
^ IT3U dd^HcS ^F H TTOt>>F W7i W IT3U ?7W ]tT?7 VFcT BTF I fw, H^tft t^F § ^tB^ 
UF M ^W § f^cTH BTFI ^ 3 oTf^»F ^ 3H ct ^f^H 7 ^t Wd cT^ ct f%U 
>F¥f%^>>Fg7FI >>f^f ^IF^ ^ fw W BcTS" Ft ^fHH ofrz] W UbT Hf^W I 

fW is ^fef" fWH Hf dfddiry^UB F UH^ ^ W oft^ W >H^f Wt?T %3T 
#FF ?TW d'c/d 1 U fep>F I Q?f ?TW FOTc^^ fw is ^f^F HdrtH >HWt^ T W £ ^fe^ 
"3 1 W ote 7 I tj?> 1746 FtH^t f^Gf fw ^ VFH^ fe^ U^WFW fe»F I 

fFH ^Ft HUt£ F ^F ufeuF§ f%F K3 TJW<5 fw HUtF UF H fH77 UTFB" fw § t/W»<S 
MU3 ^F Wt ct >>TU^ ?FW WW W fUPJF, ffft §y § §H^ ^? 3HtU F ct HUfe 

cfe 7 I 
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The Lesser Holocaust 



In order to avenge the death of his brother, Diwan Lakhpat Rai had got all 
the Sikhs of Lahore executed by the scavengers on the 10th March, 1746 A.D. 
After that he marched with an army of fifty thousand and the artillery to wipe 
out the Sikhs. In those days, about fifteen thousand Sikhs had taken shelter 
in the marshes of river Ravi near the pool of Kahnuwan. The forces of Lakhpat 
Rai besieged the marshes and began pounding the area with cannons from 
outside. Finding themselves helpless against guns of the royal army, the Sikhs 
headed for the hills. The army moved in pursuit. The rations, the Sikhs had, 
were finished. Whenever they found an opportunity, the Sikhs robbed the army 
and went away. 

One evening the Sikhs came out of the bushes and attacked the army but 
when the army went after them, they retreated a long way back. The army thought 
that the Sikhs had gone away. The detachment of the army went to sleep 
wordlessly. The Sikhs returned, took hold of the horses, rations and weapons 
of the detachment and returned to take shelter in the bushes again. The soldiers 
did not dare to enter the thick growth of reed because the Sikhs did not let anyone 
return who went in. The next morning, when Lakhpat Rai came to know about 
the raid of the Sikhs and stealing of horses, he got the reed set on fire. The Sikhs 
crossed the river Ravi and started for Parol and Kathua. The Sikhs were of the 
view that the Hindu population of the hills would give them shelter but the hill 
people welcomed them with bullets and stones. They had also received the order 
of Diwan Lakhpat Rai, "Whosoever gives shelter to the Sikhs will meet the same 
fate as that of the Sikhs." 

The Sikh leaders decided, "Come what may, the Sikhs on foot should climb 
the hills and the horsemen should cut through the army and march towards 
Lahore." The hill people could not stop the Sikhs for long. The Sikhs fought their 
way to Kulu and Mandi and reached Kiratpur in six months. After the Sikhs on 
foot had climbed the hills, the horsemen fell upon the royal Army. In this 
confusion, one leg of Sardar Sukha Singh was broken by a cannon shell. 
Harbhajan Rai, son of Lakhpat Rai and Nahar Khan, son of Yahiya Khan were 
killed. Piercing the army, the Sikhs started towards Lahore. They crossed the 
river Ravi with the help of rafts made of reeds and grass and returned to Majha. 
Ram Randhawa tried to block the way of the Sikhs but did not succeed. When 
the Sikhs crossed river Beas at Sri Hargobindpur, they had to face the forces 
of Adina Beg. Giving them a taste of battle the Sikhs crossed river Sutlej from 
the ferry bank at Aliwal and heaved a sigh of relief after entering Malwa in June, 
1746 A.D. In this lesser holocaust of two and a half months, seven thousand 
Sikhs attained martyrdom fighting while Lakhpat Rai took three thousand as 
prisoners to Lahore with him where he tortured them to martyrdom. 
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9 >tffe, 1748 FtH^t § WW H VjWd'cS ^ 7^" HQtd'd gfe>T I §h£ ct^ 1 " 
£ »f T lf^ T tdW'cS grfw I Hfo H£ £ H$ W WJ ^tc? oT^ flf^, fw § 

cTC?7 75Ft dlHdl <t?T ^ fe^t I fm ©HU 1 fyrt'oC ct HfW" fe^ TO HTF I Hdtd'd 
rHT 1 " fHUT ^H^T^T >Hni^ HH3" H&Ud H .5rWd Wfe 1 tHT ITH ¥3Ht U foPH 7 I 
1748 ylH^l tit t/W'tt) H>T fiftf »ffK5H^ fecTS" I HtcJ - H?7 ?> fw § WHH cfBTS" 75?\ 
»Tlf3" HdAW £ in ^ ct ttT fe^ 1 " H TO ^ .^Htd'd § UofH #rT f^H 7 fc? §U 
5tT H ct fw § OTt >HlHHH^ pilftTH frfur £ cT"H d'Odl ^ fc7$ 

^ OTt H Wt £ tt^W fW TO 3" rl'&Ud t?t ^rT ?> foC$ § Ufa 7 IT 

fwi ^ >ret£ u ure fw ^ ure <y vf^t i fcn§ § w uife TTTjt tfr 

fee Hdtf'd TTH 1 " fcfuj ^KBT^T W TT% cVW WHE Hi I f^oT §U ^\ ft? 
^ WT3 ^ ct foT$ fw t > H T U^ iTO HHH tT 7 fTO I rl<H>Ud ^ .^Htd'd § fw 
for Bf 7 TTg ^ ct rT^f HUH W ^f3W, ira §U ore 7J 7 HfcPH 7 I >XTO T Wt ^ *TH 
UHW MHU ot HtU >fe H fw ore WEt I bT^t ^ W f^W I fw 

7> VZt ^ fTO^ fe^T HH?re WFf iH'dlld £ f^t, fRH cVT^ Ht f%^ H^t oTHt I 

^HUd 1751 FtH^t fe^ ^ytd'Wl ^ 3tH UKH HK , f^oT Hdtd'd W frfuf ^ tT^ 
W § ^fdW ^ 1TH IT ^ytd'Ml ftT fEof ZoT^t H^-#^ fw ^TU^" 

f »T fer Ht §lre TO tiff £ HIT £ BTW sTdW fxT3 I Hdtd'd 

feH fw Hfu >fe W H 1 ^ ct ^njH nffKHHtf TO BTF I 6 VPTO, 1752 FtH^t 

§ H«Ud ^ ftT^re ^ tdl^'cS ct^r HE $ fHof 1X3^" W f^ 1 ", frTH cTUct WtU K£ 

ft? >HHtd'Wl W Ure HTFtl Mfo r % ^ fW" § >tfn^t ure ^ fFTH^re bfdd'fy^F 

h fw § whh ore?7 OTt ^ >rere 5 fep>r i 

Ht^vfe^fw^t H'dlld OTH creWFtHfw § ItfHH ore^HFt HTHHtfrT^f^Htl 

fms ^ fyre h ct § fo^H ^ ^ >w?7 ore fra 7 " i frfur 3 

^ nt^t wfanv ^ § fern ^ Hf ore fe^ 1 ^oft Oh ^ ^.'w^ 

ct frfur § fdi.^d'd ofd^'Qd wm\ to fe>>r ct fw § otto ore f^H 7 tro 7 # ^7 

^ #fwr § ^ f%^ ^of iTO 7 ", fFTH fHW^F § ^tu F 1 ^" UtH^" wnt 

ftriz wi? 1 fpru^t M ?r xitH Hor^t, §H^t ^re ¥ret im^ gfw tr^ 1 §77 HNtnr 
^ ^fw t ^7 ^ h t uh3' ^fgw ^ire ^fePH 1- tTO 7 1 hIw^ h ore ct h f%^ ure 

ct §?7 ^ ^R^" fe^" W W% I §?7 f fOT W UZt H fHcT IF^t ^ UTOTT ife 

I 4 <S^yd, 1753 HtTT^f Ht^KJ^tfeu cTTHtl §H fw fHW, ttf H ^f^T 

§" ct ?TH H BTH I 
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Barbarity by Mir Mannu 



Mir Mannu became the new Governor of Lahore and Multan on the 9th April, 
1748 A.D. He appointed Kaura Mall as his new Diwan. After setting right the 
administration of his province, he deployed army patrol to finish the Sikhs of 
his province. The Sikhs left his territory and moved to other states. Sardar Jassa 
Singh Ramgarhia and his squad joined the army of the Commander of Jalandhar. 
The Sikhs gathered at Amritsar on the occasion of Diwali in 1748 A.D. When 
Mir Mannu came to know of the gathering of Sikhs, he sent his general with an 
army to blockade Amritsar and sent words to the Commander of Jalandhar, Adina 
Beg to take his army to help his general in finishing the Sikhs. Five hundred 
Singhs took shelter in the fort of Ram Rauni and the rest moved to the forests. 
The combined forces of Lahore and Jalandhar surrounded the fort. The Singhs 
inside the fort did not surrender even after two months of siege. Sardar Jassa 
Singh Ramgarhia was in the army who was in siege of the fort, with his squad. 
One day he deserted the royal army and joined the Singhs inside the fort with 
his squad. The Commander of Jalandhar felt the departure of the Singhs in this 
manner very much but could do nothing. Hearing the news of the second invasion 
of Abdali, Mir Mannu made peace with the Sikhs and sanctioned an estate in 
Patti area for their livelihood. 

During the third invasion of Abdali, one day in December, 1751 A.D., when 
the party of Sardar Sukha Singh's squad was returning to his camp in the evening 
after a fight with a detachment of Abdali's troops, the artillery of Lahore made 
the party a target of their gun-shells. The army of the Dal Khalsa left the company 
of Mir Mannu after this mishap. The Commander of Jalandhar got Diwan Kaura 
Mall murdered at the hands of a Pathan on the 6th March, 1752 A.D., that 
resulted Mir Mannu's defeat in the battle. Mir Mannu held the desertion of the 
Dal Khalsa responsible for his defeat. He again planned to finish the Sikhs of 
his province. 

Mir Mannu confiscated the estate of the Sikhs and deployed army patrols 
to eliminate them. He announced a reward of rupees ten for the person who 
brought a Singh's head. He also began to reward the informers for giving the 
whereabout of Singhs and their families. People in greed were getting Singhs and 
their families arrested. They were brought to Lahore where Singhs were beheaded 
and their families were put in jails. Every woman was given forty pounds of grain 
to grind. A very heavy stone was placed on the chest of one who could not grind. 
Their children were transfixed on javelins before their very eyes. Their children 
were cut into pieces and garlands of those pieces were put around their mothers' 
necks. They were given a quarter of a chapati to eat and a bowl of water in the 
whole day. Bowing to the will of God, those tolerated it all. On the 4th November, 
1753 A.D., Mir Mannu died. After his death, Singhs set the prisoners free and 
took them away. 
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ww fHt fnur 



WW Ffa frfW F 1 " rTOT 20 HcWdl, 1682 FtH^t § UdfWW, fFTTf >>ffrfHHtf feF 
WUTf F W Tjfew I 1700 HtH^t Ft f^WW §TTd §U W^Td UTF, fift £ >>ff>fH 

^ot^ ft/ir HHdd-f^fF>>r h w^-H^'dl frrast w ora fFHt i ^Ft H^t fnW w ^7 

gTHWt *^t, fo^t B wM^xJ'd OT^V Hf oTd fFB 1 " 1 F TTO UTJ-urg ufu^" fUsT, 

1703 FtH^t f^F fVH 7 F ?TH ^VH 1w VTT oT ofa ^ ^ftj^ Wdl I 1705 ylH«^l 

fcF- ^Tf arfsF frfm rft w ^ H T ftr^ vgF urn, firs §77 £ H?ft firm Ft, gjj 

H'fdy Ft F oTUA f^F- HFF c^t I tJRJ Ft F fF&t § tTC fw §?p" £ FHF>T 

yrfag Ft h^ 1 " wnt i 

1709 ylH«^l £ W H H3UF £ BW § HH^ feF- WW WtF frfuj Hd't'd 

F 1- tto fFd 7 i 1733 yln^l f%F crw firm £ §77 £ ^ F 7 wt ^nj fFd 1 " 1 
1748 ylH^l Ft feryt § ff fw yw w" fHW feF sffew fup>r h+ §77 § hJI*!' 

Ft fHHW Ft Hytd'dl WW UTFt I >HUW 1757 FtH^t feF >Hytd'ttl, F$ UHH HK, fF&t 

F 1- oftMHt TDTO 3" SFH W <SH«5/'(S' H fyHdl^T § HFt W^ oT, cTTO § W 3" W 
f^F Ht, frfUF £ §TT W oftHHt H T VT r ?7 H Wt»T § ^sJ'Qd Ft f^O'd OTt I 

^ghx frfui h ^ fs! O^l ddo<Hdd ^ ^ Qt^ $ ?rt ^ gun h 1 ^ to^t 
"§Vd w § ^ yy^'d ^ orfu fop* 1 , "fw § mhh or??? $fm oru?r i" 

"d>ra WTJ 7; to ^ UoTH ^'dci Hf f^d ^ uf^vfe^ H'fdH ^ Hd<^d 

f hot ?ro ^d^'Qd 1 w?> org fe^i 

w ^eKr fms § zrfen^ h^uh ^ w ^ft^ ud T ?w ^ ^enuH H'fdy 

§ H^t o(d'<il fw feF, "feH TTO Ft tdl^'Wl >>ffHHHd HTTOt H'^dll l" 

U ?TO tT^ TOt ifrT H fHW fd>>T^ U ^TH I W ^tU fHUj ^ >>ffHdT^ § ^TOT 
ufaTT »f^ T H oft^t, "H^t HtH Ht U^HU^ Hi^m VTO ^ l" XTR^ Hof 

TO F HHtd'd ^ fw § >>T§ L e H^ ^, >?TU^ HTTn^t § ^tu UiiTU ftT F ^ 
F ?W OTt ¥tT feVi §U »TV^t ^rT H ^ >h1hhhu ^ ^ vftw HTO HH ^ 

TO fHPHT H fw Ft §^t5T of^ ?W I 11 cS^yd, 1757 FtH^t § dl^d F 3# FW 7 
F 1 " U fgP>T I frfm TOF TOF ftT § TTot^F tj£ >>ff>{dTrd F ^ F^t fife TO WR cfTH, 

lift Hd^w >HH T ?t ]tr?r ^ >>rur ^ ww fHt frfw §^id ^u ofte 7 , 1fh ttw ^7 f 7 

fHd" f^oT W § W^oT fHPK 1 " I §77 § f^oT frftf H W old^'fy^ fe" 3Tff Hd«^d 
Ft T-raoTBH 7 Bof "UrT^ F 1 " oftH 1 " Hi I fnV F HF?^ H^ ^7 ^ tfH ?TO HtH § HU^ 7 
fFHTHTmOT f^^JM ^ ?ra #^far fW WorgFjUfUHFUH'foy FtUU^H 7 

yrr ix, w" fd>>rgr fFd" i fw ^ 1757 ntn^t Ft Ft^wt ufuHFU H'foy HTT^t 1 
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Baba Deep Singh 

Baba Deep Singh was born on the 20th January, 1682 A.D., in village 
Pahuwind district Amritsar and his father's name was Bhai Bhagtu. He went to 
Anandpur on the Vaisakhi of 1700 A. D., where after obtaining baptism, he started 
learning weaponry and riding from the Sikhs. From Bhai Mani Singh he began 
learning reading and writing Gurmukhi and interpretation of the Guru's word. 
After spending two years at the Guru s institution, he returned to his village in 
1703 A.D., got married and started living there. He went to Guru Gobind Singh 
at Talwandi Sabo in 1705 A.D., where he helped Bhai Mani Singh in making 
copies of Guru Granth Sahib. After the Guna left for Delhi, he took up the service 
of looking after Gurdwara Damdama Sahib. 

In 1 709 A.D., he joined Baba Banda Singh Bahadur in chastising the tyrants 
of Sadhaura and Sirhind. In 1733 A.D., Nawab Kapoor Singh appointed him a 
leader of one squad. On Vaisakhi day of 1748 A.D., when Dal Khalsa was 
reorganised into twelve Misls, he was entrusted with the leadership of Shaheedan 
Misl. In April 1 757 A.D. , Abdali, during his fourth invasion was returning to Kabul 
from Delhi with precious booty and young men and women as captives, Singhs 
made a plan to rob him of the valuables and set the prisoners free. The squad of 
Baba Deep Singh was deployed near Kurukshetra. His squad freed a large number 
of prisoners and lightened the burden of valuables of Abdali considerably. While 
departing from Lahore, Abdali appointed his son Taimur Shah, the Governor of 
Lahore and told him, Try to finish the Sikhs." In accordance with his orders, 
Taimur Shah started demolishing Gurdwaras and filling the holy pools with debris. 

When Baba Deep Singh came to know of the demolition of Harmandir Sahib, 
he narrated it to the congregation of Damdama Sahib and said, "Diwali will be 
celebrated at Amritsar this year." Five hundred Singhs came forward to go with 
him. Baba Deep Singh offered prayer before starting for Amritsar, "My head may 
fall at Harmandir Sahib." By the time the squad reached Tarn Taran, the number 
of Singhs going with Baba Deep Singh reached five thousand. 

At the news of the approach of the Singhs, the Governor of Lahore sent his 
general with an army of twenty thousand to face them. His army took up positions 
six miles North of Amritsar and waited for the Singhs there. Both the armies 
clashed near Gohalwar on the 11th November, 1757 A.D. Fighting bravely the 
Singhs pushed the army back and reached village Chabba where General Attai 
Khan came forward and inflicted a blow on Baba Deep Singh which made his 
neck lean to one side. A Sikh reminded him, "You had resolved to reach the 
periphery of the pool." On hearing the talk of the Sikh, he supported his head 
with his left hand and removing the enemies from his way with the strokes of 
his double-edged sword with his right hand, reached the periphery of Harmandir 
Sahib where he breathed his last. The Singhs celebrated the Diwali of 1757 A.D., 
in Harmandir Sahib. 
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>tffavrB WTJ >HW T ^t £ »FUd" iffPr UH$ HVT 13 HcS^dl, 1761 «1h«^1 § if^Hth 
^t dM f%^ XdJTcW § H^t Heft ZP^ fe^t I §H ft-FlT §TO fe&t § >H T U^t H3tft 
?FW Wf&H* I 22 KW, 1761 «)hW1 § §U *5F ^ WTO H Wt UH^ ^W?f H 
fFHd^T § wt H^ ^UH Hfe>>r I >HVH 1761 fe^ &J ^few HdWH FlW' d^ fWF 
£ §H§ tt^d 1 Hf oft fe^ d" TCt>>T J 3" £ H^f ug^'Od I 

£ yrr sr frfur £ wFt ft? trfti £h § §h OTt H^wd' ?f UFh HFt 

1761 ylH^I fe^ >HW T Wt 75W ^ cPTO £ dfo>>F I fw £ fe^ §TO tt^d 1 Hf oT^ 

fen 7 h sret»F § ^oi'Od' i ^ytd'wl ^ ^fW Her yrr^ dor fwr £ §h w wj 
rot h §h w ^ >ro ^t oP^t £u fo»Fi 

fw £ Ffo»F >>feoT ^ ^UH >H T § 1 e UF dIHd'd, fi^W, HdfvHJ H HWdtfcW § 
^fz>>r I 22 »WdHd, 1761 ylH«^l § t/k'tt) f?^ WI fw Hdrd'd »ff>(3H^ fefS" 

ufi §y £ uraHHT ifh ore 3" Hdtd'd tw firm ^'dw^'wly ^t wwyl to to § 

TF c? W IF few I HH^'d §W £ fof^ fe^ TF cT V?FU H *5Ft I fWF £ Hfa3 
*d oTHtF offi ffW I fw ^ #^t >H t TO^ t h£, >HM^«rt] § H^t TTW^t UHH 7 oTH?> ^t fed!" 

ore a" §h t£k -wnj&r >Hwt #tt fe^ i >xw7tf ^ yrrd # vfe^", fnV Hdtd'd* ^ >h t u^ 

IJd^'d' §H^1W"^^g t ^^^tHH T ^te T HlJd^ l d i § ?FW ^ 3" >FH# § UK I 
>H T oTRr ^ H^F fHT^ »fW r Wt 3 .^d^dl, 1762 FtH^t § TO ijrT fHP>F I 

§ >xw T Ht ^ fife" ^ ^# fw §^ uh?t ora fen 1 " i HdfJtd £ .Sn^'d othh >f?7 

^5" ¥tT fgRJFI »W fH¥ fd?7 HtH Ut »f3t f ^ TO Hd fdtd ^ HMtd'd TO H 
W ItT^ »F W I feH UHH ?FH fW H ite BTFI lid^'d' H ^>>FH oftnt 

UTZt, fFTH TFH ^ ZHU >F% UTF I fFUT ^ fFH Hcf* ^ <SoiH'cS UHH 

?T" I fW Wdl'd'd yd<V& § ^TT? BTH I JFH 3oT fnV fU3" xjtT HTF I 

§TT §U IF^t Ute" 75%T I irT t^J IF^t VtS" HHt ^H § «^Me 

d^ frw ^ §77 ^ ^cr fw linf H^^f iF^t ?f ite f^d 1 ", tre dor w fmf 
iF^t ?f lit zif "d nfgt fw ^ ^h §w tfs" fuf §h ^ 

WtlftH 7 ! trF F Wt Ifte Ute fW gUH W M HIF I tjF: oT^ >My^'«1 

^ fw ^ fkw w& fez* 1 fw ^d" § ^H^-^we ^zoryt, ste? ^ 

fen ufeur§" f%^, fFor fro f%^ w" utfct frjW nut^ uf h tFt ^tu 

H 1 ^ "d fFFTdtw oTdH oftH BTF I fw <5 TF HUH WH Hf^ »TF I 
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The Greater Holocaust 



Ahmad Shah Abdali during his fifth invasion defeated Marathas in the battle 
of Panipat on the 1 3th January, 1 76 1 A.D. , and plundered Delhi at will. He started 
back on 22nd March, 1761 A.D., with his booty and thousands of young men 
and women as captives. When he crossed river Sutlej in April 176! A.D., the 
Singhs started looting him and setting the prisoners free and sending them back 
to their homes. After reaching Lahore, Abdali sent army to arrest the Singhs but 
there was no success. Abdali left Lahore for Kabul in May 1761 A.D. The Singhs 
again started looting him and freeing the captives. Before he reached river Attak, 
the Singhs were able to free all the captives and snatch much of the booty. 

On their way back from river Attak, the Singhs looted Gujrat, Sialkot, Sirhind 
and Malerkotla turn by turn. All the Sikh chiefs met at Amritsar on the occasion 
of Diwali on the 22nd October, 1761 A. D. They passed a resolution and besieged 
Lahore under the leadership of Sardar Jassa Singh Ahluwalia. Governor Ubaid 
Khan took shelter in the fort. The Singhs occupied the city. Aqil Dass of Jandiala, 
an enemy of the Sikhs, sent his horseman to Abdali with a request for attack. 
For the purpose of leaving their families in safe area before the arrival of Abdali, 
the Sikhs proceeded with them towards Malwa. 

Getting the message of Aqil Dass, Abdali reached Lahore on the 3rd 
February, 1762 A.D. He sent messages to the Commanders of Sirhind and 
Malerkotla to block the passage of the Sikhs. On the 5th February, Abdali 
mounted an attack on the Sikhs near village Kup. The Commander of Sirhind, 
Kasam Khan blocked the passage of the Sikhs. When the Sikhs gave a befitting 
reply, he ran towards Malerkotla. The Sikhs had hardly advanced three miles 
when Jain Khan, the Governor of Sirhind and Shah Wali Khan came forward. 
With that raid, the Sikhs were uprooted. Their wall of safety around the families 
was broken due to which a large number of families were killed. Inspite of these 
losses, the Singhs did not lose courage. They continued to march towards Barnala 
with the caravan. By evening, they reached village Kutabe Bahmani, there the 
Sikhs started to quench their thirst from the pool. When the army tried to reach 
the pool to drink water, the Singhs stood in their way. They did not allow the 
army to pass until the whole of the caravan had quenched their thirst and moved 
forward. After the Sikhs had gone, the army was able to reach the pool. During 
the time, Abdali's army was drinking water from the pool, the Sikhs had gone 
far away. Due to the night-fall, Abdali abandoned to pursue the Sikhs. Moving 
ahead even during the night, the Sikhs went towards Kotkapura and Faridkot. 

In this greater holocaust, ten to twelve thousand Singhs attained martyrdom 
and about twenty thousand women and children were murdered. Every Singh 
had suffered some injury that day. 
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WW Wtf frfW ?WCFUt 



WW WW fmi W tT?>H 3 sld^dl, 1816 Htrfet f ftfe t^t ^Ft»T, fFTCf Hfw^ 

feu ufe>>r i §77 u fw ftfm ot^t oTcre i ^^t^r H: otto 

frW, Hd'd'H' ddtfld frfui £ HITC^ fe^ Hirat Htl §h£ 1837 «1hW) feu WW cFH 
frfui § ?TO M fetT ^ oCZZ <sf<Sd'W frfuf Ut trTK? feu ¥UHt oTcT^ fiSH 7 I 

18 ^HMd, 1845 ylH^l § fm* ft? HUoft £ HU 1 ^ feu, <*F fw Hd£«' £ WldiH' 
?7tu ufc £ oT^ ZFU UTHt Htl fHTJLf fiftf ftT Ut feH Bcf" ^t U»U Md^'Hd 

?T oTU TO I §U fmi HUoft 3" ^ OTUt 3" »P1IH- fife f^t W BTFI 

W frfui £ fife ifR £ >HW ora fra 1 ", "fHoT >HoTO V^f ^t W, UTU (M^t) 

^ fdWUT, TTfW" H US dfdd', WR W fe^TUT, §*Ud" ufe H ufe tfUU oTUTT H 

fVu^' W fe»TU oT^r >H r fe |" §U fotW oTUU H^, "K f£o( UofVft H^ U* tT" UU^H 1 * 
U 1 " I H ^Tf 3Utl" §7p ^ HdU'W >>TU § TTKTT^t W^'Qd HUT I Wrfor ^ 

HUH* 3 WUfrr U - WW cFH frw U^Ht H77, ffTH oP^ HUH 3 VWZ\ Q?T $ 

fe? H?> I §U UU 7TO tJfe'ttl W fcwW U HH fira >>ff>{3HU VrT £ >>rU^- f^td'd 
HcJTH feu VH oTUU H?T I fy £ H^?7 ^fw>>r Ut fdlcidl ¥tU-^TU UtFU doT yTT FT^t 
Htl §y £ 1848 ylH^l feu nfdldd' 1 § ¥W cfe^" ^ W Hf oft^ I ^7 ^ 

fFTH ?TO HoT ^ f^Ht oTU^ ydlt'd' oTU f^, ^rfu^t>>r HcfeH ^ f^H 
3 fife" fez Ut tHH ora?7 W3\\ 

WW WW fHUI ^ wtoTZ ^ HdoCdl or^-f^d'd §W HUH >HHcT fw I 

1863 ylH^l f^U Hdd'd H t^t fife V^tH Wf fw fUHt I fw WX HVT »ff>{HHU 
f%U UT^-zffdW Ut HcVTjt Ht I 1870 HtH^t f^U feH ^ »ff>T3HU f^U TOt »f^ T U §^ 
fUHt f5T UTf TjcJfijt feU Hdol'd W f UT^-ufH^ Ut ^ U UUt U I 14 H7>, 
1870 Ffrfet § f^oT T^HXFcft H >>ffH3HU feu U^ HW § fUH 1 " I §H B^H feu 
U^ ?r r HXTUt»f t § ^Ht H U § §HU #U UFt I 15 tWFt, 1872 FtH^t § gT¥ TTHITUtW 

ur h^u h hhu^u^ u w ?ro urf'-uf^r *h sure 1 " u fup>r, fen feu uh >H T UHt 

HTU UTF 3 17 tTOVft UH I wfw^" ^ feu?t crfHHISU fHHZU oT^TT ^ 68 ?T r HH r Ut>>r § 
HH HFT Hd'yl I feu 1 49 f W U Utfew ?TO OcJ'fy^ foP>T H 19 § ^Ht 
UFt I WW WW fHUf § HW'^dcS oTU ^ W #iFf fu^ 1UP>T I 29 (S^Hd, 1885 «lH«^1 
§ HUUTt ^ ^ ^ feu l^of fHW UTH I Hdd'd ^ ^fe 1 TTHWl" WfUU ^UW f^3t, 
W ^Ut rldl'yl UFt >HWt FtHHTTWMI 
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Baba Ram Singh Namdhari 

Baba Ram Singh was born at village Bhaini Raiyan, district Ludhiana on 
the 3rd February, 1816 A. D. His father Bhai Jassa Singh, was a carpenter. His 
brother-in-law, Sardar Kabul Singh was a gunner in the artillery of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh. In 1837 A.D., he took Baba Ram Singh with him to Lahore and 
got him recruited in the regiment of Kanwar Naunihal Singh. On the 18th 
December, 1845 A.D., the Sikh army suffered a defeat in the battle at Mudki 
due to mean settlement of some Sikh Generals with the British. Baba Ram Singh 
could not bear the defeat of the Sikh army in this manner. He left the service 
of the army at Mudki and came straight to his village Bhaini. 

On arrival at his village, Baba Ram Singh started preaching, "Worship of 
one Eternal Being, giving up worship of the dead, keeping off the intoxicants, 
giving up meat, minimum expenditure on marriages and widow remarriage etc." 
He used to say, "I am only a messenger or a reporter and not a guru." His followers 
started calling themselves 'Namdharis'. Baba Ram Singh was a supporter of 
reform of the 'Mahants' and priests of the gurdwaras as a result of which they 
were against him. Every year, on the occasion of Diwali or Baisakhi fairs he used 
to go to Amritsar and put his views before the congregation. The number of his 
audience used to touch twenty thousand. He started a movement in 1848 A.D., 
to force the British to leave India. He called upon his followers to boycott foreign 
goods and Government departments due to which people stopped buying 
imported cloth, gave up taking their disputes to courts and started deciding these 
in villages. 

The boycott movement of Baba Ram Singh had great effect on the work of 
the Government. In 1863 A.D., the Government set up a police post at his village 
Bhaini. Cow-slaughter was banned in Amritsar during the Sikh rule. In 1870 
A.D., somebody spread a false rumour in Amritsar that the Government was 
about to give permission to the butchers to slaughter cows in the holy city of 
the Guru. On the 14th June, 1870 A.D., a group of Namdharis beheaded four 
butchers at Amritsar. Four Namdharis were hanged and two were imprisoned 
for life for that crime. On the 15th July, 1872 A.D., some Namdharis had a quarrel 
with the butchers of Malaud and Malerkotla over cow-slaughter in which ten 
people were killed and seventeen were injured. The Deputy Commissioner of 
Ludhiana, Mr. Cown pronounced death sentence on sixty-eight Namdharis. 
Forty-nine of them were blown by cannon fire and ninteen were hanged. Baba 
Ram Singh was exiled to Burma. He went to his heavenly abode on the 29th 
November, 1885 A.D., in jail of Margee Island. Although the Government crushed 
the Namdhari Movement, yet they could not extinguish the light of freedom lit 
by Baba Ram Singh. 
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Hdtd'd ofdd'd frfuf Hd 1 ^ 1 



H: oldd'd fHlif HB^ ^ TTOT 1896 Ffrp?t fes H: H37W frfuj ^ Ujg, fife Hd's*', 

fFrc^ wfw^ fe^ ufe>Fi £ OJIh 1 fdHdtd'd' ith dftr or vrfer w ortnti 
15 hw ^t fe^, fHH vrfw £ §u§ »m^tor fe^ c7h-opb otto w^t ^ 

I §7^^" tTU 1 !? HcS^dl 1912 fcflH^l §>HHBtor^t y^ddl'd H'cSsJd'fHHcl rrugfw 7 ' I 
¥W ^ TT^ VjH'.^d' W >HHHtoT ^ fefUdTTO >H^Hd" yk-lldd'W cW H Wt 
HHoT ^fe>>r W VTH^t tTO ore ^ >>fdT &UT fetT I H: ddd'd fHW £ f^cT HH 1 ^ § 

fen Hep" ^ d«^yl9 w yfgw" i §h £ Ffw, "?wt feci :oWH £h £ ^nt to i fen 
HFt fey ?ro hhot tj for u 1" fer wztt w h: oidd'd frfm ^ h?7 ^fVu gun difdd 1 
wra trfe>r 1 

1914 FtH^t 20 W¥ ¥Wt TO OT" tddltd'd' tF HHfUt olW H?> I §7^ 
fw »fe TJWZ >HHUtoT H ctra 1 " fe^ H7> I M'ddtt ^H 1 " cTH c7B?7 ^fe»T fw 90 

H3 1 H: oldd'd fHUf £ W f^B H^" ^ cTH W¥ ftw I s*'ddl»T 
7^ ^H »TtTO dd^'Qd ^t gfe oftHtl 21 A, 1913 fclH^l § ^'dd1»F 77 feofS" tj 
cT 'BTW IfWt' HFt I UWt" ^ ufWTO Uftf ^Ut >HoW ^t HTf^t 

B 1 £do|'d' U^^F 3" cM HHUBt H^TT orfeH cT^ Ht I Ht "^H ^t >KtJ r et 

*5Ft H¥ t W fc§ |" 1 cS^Ud, 1913 ^Ih^I f BT^o r ITWt ^ ^ ^TUo T, ?T ^ 

ii^^ oT^d 1 Hf cfer, fnod' iffrgt, fcfet, §g*r, ydi'wl, djHd'dl ^ w fe^ ^fvnr 

rTOT Ht I §H W# ^ H 7 ^ c7H H: oldd'd frw oTo^ Ht I 

fej ^tw ^ Tffi ^H ^ftfe ^'ddlW" § #fR»T rTO 7 Ht I feT^ H3^ 

TOt¥ ^ HTTHd" >>foTBt ^TT ^? U^E cT3?T, fHH^Ut fft^T ^d 1 ", ufwU 3 #H 

Ud'Od H tJW'Od ^^3T^^ct^HTOI§H H olf^d'^' TOtm*, fRU^t»T 

iH^'cS' ^ ^t >H'd't/l WFt HB fHZd" <F5Ht V^etW, fpf^ 1 BT^B HBT : 

htf 1 fro f^fe>»r ?^ 1 gtr fesr u%ar ap 1 hhjsti 

rt«c{'d ^*3T 3TrT ^ I 92ft fHS" HH^ # oft rl'C ^tT ^ I 

U" ^ fdWd' % crat' ?T" I H ,! f%>>r >M*n^t H^T US" §" ?5T I 

afWt to" fr# h e7 1 toI frw ira* oft ct 1 

gfe>>r ^ 67K suf ftrF o^e 1 1 iffe>>r gfo^r htt itj^t i 

TO" H% gfiT 5T I W2ft fHB" HU^ oft WE* 5tT ct I 

feT ^ f^^H' TO ^ H?T ^H-^dldl H »f T tT T ^t ^t foT 

f^dt 1 H: oldd'd fnW § irfo^z ^t fnfw" h 1 ^" trw fnuf ^ Qtth 
fmi othh ^ fent i f^r we fez to wzt '^t^' Wt to? irfro u BiFt, fRH 
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feu fet7, fm 3" HHHH 1 ?) TTH ^THH H?> I 

1914 ylH^l feu ufejT HW giT Hf U fep>ri >H^TT §H THXT feu UTF I 

M UWl £ H^F 75" fej HoT rTS" c7 5 >HUTH3, 1914 Ffe^t U UTCU >HWW 

feu >>fUTFF u feuir hut ^ trw ^uj fer^ i §u wu 7 dd'd' fdiddl feu 
frr, fu^" >hh nfeu 1 " feu #fe»r few i h: oidd'd feur ?rt 15 HdHd, 1914 ylH^l § 

>tfHUtcP IT ^UH, cT&U UHH UUU I UTUU WUt U W TTU > H T 3J HdcTd £ Q^ddl'O' *H 
Ut fdlsid'd oTU I fey fdlsJd'dlnr U Ufew tjfew .dltddl>>r £ tt'^'W, WfWH" 
£ £l? HtfeUT offet, fFTH feu fi=ft d'd^'yl oTTO 7W\ >rfe»F VUt oft?? ^HH >HHfa T 

t? W feu >fr^ fror offe 1 " fePH 1 "! feoT ^[ feu Hd^'d ^fe»TH feW 3 
^^THH^ tTC cVH HUtU U UTUI 

25 tHcS^dl, 1915 Ffrfet § tft U^ fed'dl tH £ »ffH3HU ytT tT^ fw, 12 .^d^dl 
§HtfedT tHH 7 oft^ fewfe 21 .^d^dl § UTUU HU 1 " f^H 1 tTfe, Ht»T Hfa H feftWU 
ut>>T sJ'Qdl^T ofW cTU ct, HTO sJ'Qd) feu H.dl'^d cTU^ ct fe&t §*UU ofW 

oru few ?rfe i uruufrr feu srv uf vwfe u tfhh f^ara feW 19 .^d^dl § huh 

TFU BTUUt fdl^d'd oTU^ fefH 3" 21 £d<^dl £ UTUU TT^" Ft HU?T F f^dt I 

Hdot'd £ UT# tTTtw W Ufwu W TO, fpfH UTUU WU'Qd ^ XrT3?7 t^J U few I 
2 HW, 1915 FtTfet § UcT 5, fFT^ W'fyMUU feu", dH'Wtd'd BT^ 1 " frfm ^ 
H: tfdd'd feW, UUTSTH felU ^IwV H H: tTUTH fWU § fdl.sid'd oTU^ feH 1 " I 63 fdl.^d'd 
cftH UT^hr U 7 tHH 7 " 13 HdHd, 1915 Ftrfet f H ddW ^ TO feU Hd'ffcW few I 

fen 1914-15 yln^l u yfen tthh feu 24 ureut»r § ^nt Hd'yl ufeti 

H: oldd'd feW Hd 1 ^' §y UTUUkT feu" fe^ H?7 I §7y £ fe»fW feu fcr, "HU 7 

HOT UT^U IfWt ?TO U I Wft' TO cT H.dl'^d Ut Hoffe Md'^l Ht I K ofFt ^fePH 1 " feu 

ferr fe»ri vr uwr ^jt fe- k§ ^\ w ^+yft wunfe^r ?rfe h vr feu h^sh 

w ci utfe»r urf^vrt ^ ^doi'd 1 ftd^'Oci feu §iraw ofu Hot i h h§ >H3W hot 

feHdl ^ fefew H 1 " A 1 W ^U3T W § tT?)H ^ ^ >HUTH U T oTK t tM»T Os^'Od 

hfT fe>>fur 1" ^td'Wd ^ fer, "oidd'd few w ^ufeH 1 mhuito u i feu >h t us" 

cffe >>rUd TT jt §OfU HUH VFcT cTU^ U I feH §VU dUH" ?^ff ofUTT ^J'dlt" I feH§ fe 
Ut FtJ 1 " fUHt TTfe l" 16 cS^Hd, 1915 Ulrfet fe^ H: c^dd'd feW HU^ § 7TOU 
H <ddM feU ^fet t? frat Ufet, tTE 1 §U feU? »ra T U t HW U H?> I 
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Sardar Kartar Singh Sarabha 

Sardar Kartar Singh Sarabha was born at village Sarabha in Ludhiana 
district in 1896 A.D. His father's name was Sardar Mangal Singh. He passed 
his Matriculation examination from Orissa where ne lived with his relatives. When 
he was fifteen, his parents put him on board a ship for America to work there. 
That ship landed at the American port of San Francisco in January 1912 A.D. 
The American immigration officer put Indian immigrants through rigorous 
questioning while people of other countries were allowed to pass after slight check 
up. Sardar Kartar Singh asked one passenger about this type of behaviour. He 
told him, "Indians are the citizens of a slave country. As such, they are being 
treated badly." This incident had a great effect on Sardar Kartar Singh. 

In 1914 A.D., two million Indians worked as watchmen or labourers in 
foreign countries. Out of them eight thousand lived in America and Canada. 
Ninety percent of those working abroad were soldiers who had fought for the 
consolidation of British rule or extending the boundaries of their empire. Sardar 
Kartar Singh took up the work of plucking fruit in orchards. He talked to other 
Indians about getting the country freed. On the 21st April, 1913 A.D., Indians 
assembled and formed the Gadar Party (revolution party). The aim of Gadar Party 
was to get rid of the slavery of the British by means of an armed struggle and 
set up a national democratic Government. Their slogan was, "Put at stake 
everything for the freedom of the country." On the 1st November, 1913 A.D., the 
Gadar Party started taking out a paper named 'Gadar' which was published in 
Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, Gujrati and Pushto languages. Sardar Kartar 
Singh did all the work of that paper. 

This paper was sent to Indians living in all the countries of the world. The 
purpose of this paper was to unmask the truth about the British rule to the 
Indians, impart military training and explain in detail the methods of making 
and use of weapons and bombs. There were articles and poems which inspired 
the youth to die for the freedom of the country such as this one from 
'Revolutionary war' : 

No purpose will be solved without martyrdom, 

It is imperative to die in the war. 

Charge with the roar of lions. 

It is not for lions to run away in adversity. 

Being a lion, do not act like a jackal. 

War of Independence is raging, be not afraid. 

One who runs away from battlefield is a cowara 

It is not for the brave to run away in adversity. 

The brave knows no retreat, earn the honour of bravery. 

Say with a roar, I bow to the Motherland. 
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This paper filled the minds of Indians living even abroad with the spirit of 
independence. Sardar Kartar Singh was given training of pilot by Bhai Udham 
Singh Kasel in the farm of Baba Jwala Singh. In one year, the Gadar Party became 
very famous through its organ The Gadar' and it consisted of all — Hindus, Sikhs 
and Muslims. 

The first world war started in 1914 A. D. The British got entangled in that 
war. Thinking it to be a good opportunity, the leaders of the Gadar Party 
published decision of declaration of war against the British in the issue of 'The 
Gadar' dated the 5th August, 1914 A.D. Thousands of copies of that paper were 
distributed among armed forces, villages and cities. Sardar Kartar Singh reached 
India via Colombo on the 15th September, 1914 A. D. A large number of leaders 
of the Gadar Party were arrested by the Government at the ports. Inspite of these 
arrests, a meeting was held by the members of Gadar Party at Ladhowal near 
Ludhiana in which it was decided to commit robberies in the houses of the rich 
to meet the requirement of finance for armed action. Sardar Waryam Singh and 
Bhai Ram Rakha were killed in a bomb blast in one such raid. 

After the arrival of Sri Ras Bihari Bose at Amritsar on the 25th January, 
1915 A. D., it was decided in a meeting on the 12th February that the uprising 
should be started on the 21st February. It was planned that after capturing the 
cantonments of Mian Mir and Ferozepur, mutiny should be engineered in Meerut 
Cantt and Delhi. Kirpal Singh, police informer in the ranks of the Gadar Party, 
got a large number of Gadar Party members arrested on the 19th February and 
informed the Government of the planned revolt of the 21st February. The 
Government disarmed the native soldiers due to which the plan of the revolt came 
to a naught. 

On the 2nd March, 1915 A.D., Risaldar Ganda Singh got Sardar Kartar 
Singh, Harman Singh Tundilat and Sardar Jagat Singh arrested from Chakk No. 
5, district Layalpur. Judgement in respect of sixty- three arrested Gadarites was 
pronounced on the 13th September, 1915 A.D., in Central Jail, Lahore. In this 
first Lahore conspiracy case of 1914-15 A.D., twenty-four Gadarites were 
sentenced to death. Sardar Kartar Singh was one of them. He stated in his 
deposition, "I am a member of the Gadar Party. We had jointly planned a rebellion. 
I have taken part in many robberies. I wish that I may be sentenced to death 
and not life imprisonment so that after re-birth, I may endeavour to get rid of 
the slavery of the Whites. If I am re-born as a female, I shall bear lion-hearted 
sons and engage them in blowing to bits the British rulers." The court observed, 
"Kartar Singh is most dangerous of all the rebels. He is very proud of his crimes 
committed by him. He does not deserve mercy. He should be sentenced to death." 
Sardar Kartar Singh was hanged in the Central Jail of Lahore on 1 6th November, 
1915 A.D., when he was only eighteen. 



57 



Wo[t ^3 d'dcS 



15-16 <S^Hd, 1920 HtH^t £ Ht >Hora JrfUH >>ffH3HB fetf fecT l/ScT fecfe 

Ufe>>r I §H 175 KW ^t fHoT oTHZt Md'y) BTFt, pHHtd' ?T 'j|H^t BWnTB 1 " WJoT 
oTHZt' Bfw fdPH 7 I feu ofHZt feoT wfHoT tTOTOt Ht, f-HHtd 1 oTH BJBtPJTfdW W HW, 

w irau >>TTO U% H BUt Ht I 

13 >Ho!d«d, 1920 HtH^t 1r Ht ufBH^B H r ftjST »ff>{3HB ^ WT fw ^t ofH?t W 
Ht I BTBtPJFB 1 " Ht ^377 HrfUH ^ WI Ht UfBHUB wftt ~Z »flfte ^T^U 1 " Ht, W 
BIB^F^ >>ff>THHB iT fB oTBT^ £ UrPcft >tfn/->raPU tl BTF I §U TON ^t 

»th^ >>niH feu #3" i §y yfp^r f^Nr oret ^nfe oth £ HB^t ■§ >HHwt to 

BTF I §U ^ HB *H odTO, "WH¥ H^t tJoTO U I frfH ^t HBi?t »T# H pHHtdl HUf 

HHrft §u ?r r »r# i" 

24 HcWdl, 1921 «lH^l § Ht >HoTO 31tfH TTfUH ^fUB HH UE t/k'A feu feoT ^fat 

£ fer, "bjb^tu 1 ' hto wtt wfu^ yrFBt»r £ hb uhb ^ btw tto *rau ©: §h§ 
hb^b feu hz fra 7 # HBt xft § bjb^fb ^ wb £fe>>r h hbt oft^ i" feu to ^ omzt 
3 §h fe?r ut bw^tbt 3B77 hwt ^ iron >hw ot feu ^ ^ inn 7 era fwi 

25 HcWdl, 1921 Ftrfet § ^fet BrF feW f%B, >Mnj^- TTtf U 1 ^ frfur W 
^ H#t »fe BJ^K^ 3^ HiUH ytT §H rTt ^ ^ UTZ TON 

TO ^ oflddcS ofU?) fW VtT^F § yjH^t UJ^^ 1 ^ WToT ofH^t ^ H?^" ^frp>T I H^ 
^ W ^t Wgt>>r ?TO HtfZdT UFt, ffTH fetf H# ^ §?f >>T3T VtT Hd^" wt>>r I 

£ wiz >>fe fFor yrr^t ^ § »r ^ ^fw", "h^ y^FBt omzt ^t»r hbht 

H?^ OTt f3 r »f T B TO I tTW ^ ^¥ HtftF tldy'd H r fUH ^ WB TT ^ fe^ §^TB §y ^ 

Hd7> frfW H^¥U? fHW H T fUH ^ WB ^ t/l^'cS TO fHUT 

§^VB ?TO ^ HoTO fe^" ^d?7 TTdT I tddH'd H'TdH ^ Wd" BTF fHW ^Ud" Hd'Hl 
■LTFFbW ^ BWfTPH 1 ^ ^cTF ?TO TO f^B 1 " I frfw >>fdt H^H BUI VtTBW £ 
iddH'd H'fdy ^ »f^B ^ W f^H "3" ^d^'d »T3T W H^" f^H ^ ^ OTB 
?T WB oft U fBTF Ht I *Wd H'fdH WB BTF Hd'd' frflJU tTOVft U BTH I sTHBt 

Ot^'d' fHUi ^^'tdlcSUBjfef >>ff>T3HB H ^Ht U5fH fHUi ^H 7 ^ ff=T^ dJdtd'HUB, Hdl^l 
IF BTF I BTB^WB 1 " HW HfUB £ feu VfUH HBtH H?7 1 26 tTT^cft § UB y?T^ f^UB 
VtTTBt^F ^ BJB^TB ^ WT of>f?t ^ UsPH oTB fEH 1 " I 
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Happening at Tarn Taran 

A religious gathering was held at Akal Takht, Amritsar on the 1 5th- 16th 
November, 1920 A.D. In this a committee of one hundred and seventy-five 
members was formed which was named Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee. This was a religious organisation with the aim of reform in Gurdwara 
management and uplift of the religious moral and cultural level of the Sikhs. As 
such, the Committee was taking the management of the Gurdwaras in their 
hands. 

The Committee of the Sikhs was in control of management of Sri Darbar 
Sahib, Amritsar since the 13th October, 1920 A.D. The management of 
Gurdwara, Tarn Taran fell under Sri Darbar Sahib but the priests had become 
self-willed being far away from Amritsar. They divided the income of the 
Gurdwara among themselves. Many of those priests had become extreme 
alcoholics and drug addicts. They used to say openly, "Gurdwara is our shop. 
One may come if he wishes and anybody who does not like may not come." 

In the full congregation at Akal Takht on the 24th January, 1921 A.D., a 
lady said, "The priests of Gurdwara Tarn Taran threw my son into the pool after 
tieing a stone round his neck and teased and molested my daughter inside the 
Gurdwara." Hearing this, the Committee decided to take the management of 
Gurdwara, Tarn Taran into their hands. 

On the 25th January, 1921 A.D., Bhai Teja Singh Bhuchar with a squad 
of forty Singhs reached Gurdwara Tarn Taran at 8 a.m. After reciting Guru s word 
for two hours in the Gurdwara, the squad told the priests the purpose of the 
Committee. A meeting took place between the Singhs of the squad and the priests 
at 4 p.m. in which the Singhs placed before them five conditions. At 8.30 p.m., 
a priest came and informed the squad, "All the priests are ready to accept the 
conditions of the Committee. Let some prominent persons of the squad come 
inside the Gurdwara and get their signatures on them." 

Bhai Sharan Singh and some other Singhs went inside Darbar Sahib (court 
hall). Brickbats started raining on the Singhs sitting in the congregation from 
an adjoining house. Intoxicated priests attacked the Singhs who had gone inside 
with choppers and clubs. The Singhs remained calm. The priests put out the 
lamps inside the Gurdwara and put curtains on the doors so that the happenings 
inside may not be seen from outside. Out of the Singhs who had gone inside, 
seventeen were injured. Bhai Hazara Singh of Aladinpur, district Amritsar and 
Bhai Hukam Singh of Wasaoo Kot, district Gurdaspur attained martyrdom. They 
were the first martyrs of the Gurdwara Reform Movement. On arrival of more 
squads on 26th January, the priests handed over the management of the 
Gurdwara to the Parbandhak Committee. 
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TToF cScSo('<i' H'fdy 



>HorHHU 1920 FtH^t fcu U'd^'U, fe^ WUU 1 " fatf dJUtWUT <S<Sc('d' H'fdH F 

*ret */W«<s trfew, fan feu vratw £ §h utufwu f wu to ^otuh, hhth f yruHd" 

UU I HU^-HHHt ?TO HH 1 " W oftH 1 " f^W fa HUH § >Hn^r pr^ 5^77 WFt fau 7 Tffe I 
HUH cSd'fyd F^ § tTF HW HHt fcF few H+ §U >Hn^ >>fO| F 1 " HW oTH3 Ft HtTO 

TTO W Mdl'Qd OTt fH»TUt oTU3 *5UT I §h£ HH^t TOW WToT oTHZt F HF^ 

fWT^ Fd~ Ft OTt dddd HHVt I tUTOW^fEoTMWH^ H'M'cS' >HW?f 
H'dfld F 7 " VTWoT Ht H TO>H^ tj^'^ 1 §H ^fU 1 " Ht I 

cSd'kid FTf £ fw F tfEt WW H § H^TU* §OT^ WUHt oTU fe>>T I 

Hdol'd Ft HFF H W, fUHHR" H UU >HH^ feoTb' cTU fo>>T I §h£ 

utu frM H3T^ T Wl UTUFWU F 1 " BTZ VTFTJH cTU^r 1 " ST §H feu ^ 

Hcffaf* ^ WFt»T ^H^teHH 1 feuf 3TOt»T W r Ft»f t TT H5Td I Hdol'd 
> >foret TSfau ^ %7J ofU?> W?t U% > H T feK T UU UfiWU «^dd*/l Ht I HUH cSd'fyd F^ Hdtf'd 
F U% feu >H T fF>H T %f fHoT Ht, frlHt" Hdof'd VU 1 " §^ tf"^ 

UWt Ht I feH HFt F 1 " odHHTTU fH: fadT, HUH Ft UU H3/ Ft HFF ofU far Ht 

H >>fUT *5Ft Hd'T^d' ofU?7 F*" §h£ HUH 77^ oTtH 1 " Ufe»T Ht I HUH HUoPU F U% 
feu UHtft ^UT ?vU feu 1 " Ht I 

HH^t UTUFW^ WJoT ofHZt £ 17 ^9^ut, 1921 FtH^t ^t W H^ fetf UFt HtfzUT 

f^u tnw oftn 1 " fa ^ trt, fFor wy\ hsh^ fnuf ^ 3- ^p- oidd'd fnW w 

19 .^d^dl § ^T? fyoT6 U ^ 20 .^d«^d1 f H#U H#U cScSoI'd' H'fdy "Ut^ h huh 

<sd'fye fh ?ro dfoyd oru?7 1 19 .^d^dl § cSd'fy<£ ^h ^t fnwt ^ HH^t ^mzt 

^>H^TOt ufH^TF td.^dd f%U vftf^UT oftHt I §H f^U sTH^ ote 1 " fdPH 7 fa (ScSoCd 1 H'fdH 

20 .^d^dl § TTt feTC H 7 ^ I Wt ddd'd fHW §H Htf^UT f^U U^tTU Ht I §H§ 
77^" tH^ HH feH 1 " foPH 1 " H Wt HSH^ fHUf § OTt orfu fUHT fUPH 1 " H §H^ 
MH^Ut W HFt I 

W^H^ fHUI rft "ufTO UF VOTUTH WTFTcT 150 fHW ^ tTO 1 H ^ 19 SU^Ut 

^t U'H § ^ UUU UTH I §7p" ^ WTFt c<dd'd fmU ¥%U F ^5" FU fydd'd 

ortnt, vu ^u w ?r iftrpx 1 " h+ wt wgn^ fnW ^ tt% ^ frfur § fau 1 ", "h^ 

>HHf H5 ^H HHt UW U 7 H+ H^ ^U ?5Ut' oTd?7t rd'dltdl l" H^ rT¥ ^'U+'cTdT^ ^UUH 
^ TTU W U% Q6'Qd H Ud U T 7?H f%U H^HHEt Ufu^" W fe>>T I §H ftflr 
tTt ^ Mnj^ ^"oT fed^e Ft H^rtd' Ft > HUF T H oftHt I W >HUF T H oTU 3" >>fdT § 
7ffUP>T ¥TFt ^f^TH ftw rft TO UTF I §^ ^ HH^ F 7^ tHW FT fewt I 

^fu^ fnW ^ fau 1 ", "yw rrt ! »fHt' mufth oh f^ u+ h u^" fu^ <^ut* u^ HofF i 

WW >HUt t7 T 5 T Ut H^F 1 U l" H 1 ^ W "^t ^fUW fHUf F flng" flfg" >HUT f^W I 
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20 .£d«^dl § W cScSoi'd' Wftt TO fUR>T I TTO fW £ HU^U fe^ fyHcS'A offer 
H H#U F ^ tddy'd HrfUH U UTEI WSTO fflW rtf UTJ U{S H'fOH 

tfl" ^t ^fw TO I Wt tTt £ TO 3" W ^t ^U ^ oflddcS TO oTC I cSd'fed 

§ tt$ £ ^ ^ yro yro 19 .^d^dl w § fro urHt nt 1 §h£ uth § ut 
>h t to >H T unt>K T f §77 ^t»r fe^Wr hh^ fentw toi tre £ w to tto firs 1 

HUH <Sd 'fed £ >>TTO >>FFKt>H t § frM UFt of'd^'«l oTTO ^ fyH'd' cTU t^H 7 I 
HUH £ >tf T UHt>>f T £ y'OdM 1 ^W^f^H^wfw§TOTO^HW 
^tw UTWtw rT$ ^ fFTUT § HW TO cTU f^H 1 " I §7p" UTKW'' *M S^t fwi 
fej^ feu HUfe U UTF H TO U oTUfa iddU'd H'f<jy ^ TO aTTfor ^ PcSH'cV TO 

UTF I HUH ^ >H 1 WN t § TO rT% ^ ^t frfuf HU^-fere 1 ' TTtTU ?T >>f r fF>tf T H 1 §U 

d«^'d' h ut^h h 3" to §hu wi frruH 1 " fmi Qt? § nfuore 1 " thju »rfe»r §hu 
§17 ore fen i 

Brat»r to^" Ft >h t ^ t h to or ¥TFt toHj firm h wt ?IWh frfux, farm? Hd^'d 
§hh fnw ^ oTotto to to, f% ct ura^Tu § »r ure i huh £ §y £ 

of fUHHH ^t 3T^t TTO Ftftu frfW § HUtF oTC f^H 7 " H §HU > H T t r )~ft > tf T £ ^f^TH 

firm <rcrij otu f^H 1 §y ^t»r w #fe»r feu to fentw, frr£ vfu^" frw 
Ht»r w >hut feu uut>>r to i to wyl<s hot ^7 f oM ctn 7 fnw 
?7t?u ?r »rfe>>r H+ huh 3 jtu fw w § feffew oru ^, trot ^ hw if 

ot >HUT WUF TO W UoTH oT^ f^H 7 I fHoT fTTW t% F ^UWH ?TO ot H 1 ^ UE 

^1" trot 1 

HU^U @HH fHUf ^ TT^ ^ Hd^'d o^H frfm TOTO ^ff VfTH £ dl<^d<Sd, 

orfHHTSU, ^t.Ht., HVfrotw TOtH H fw cTW f H^ Wt' WTO 7 #H f^Ht»T I ^t.Ht. 
H 1 ^ W ^ oTUtH H orfHTOU f^UT S ^R" TO I §?T ^ 20 TO 1 ^ 1 " f fdWd'd 
ofU cT UTU^»TU § HH^ ttdW f^H I 21 .^d^dl t c^dd'd frfui FTO >H T TO T W W 
ctyrTfUP>FI ^HU "frt tft fdlddl Wl" H U UT?t Ht I oldd'd fP^Foffefw 

fHTOU orut ^ uru^ru ^t>>r ^gWr ^7 § h fent>>r 1 22 ^n?ut § f to 

^TFT HUt^ F HUtU 1 " ^ ^U-HHoI'd oftH 1 " fUP>f I 

23 .^d^dl, 1921 «1hW1 ^ < fF ^ >fl s e T U ^, >HWU 3 fetw, "HHHHW HTOHt ^ feH 
H ^TJ HfH U^ oft U HoTE 7 U ^ HUH ^t HW oftnt U I §" TO3H HHWH^ ! oft 

»fR" dO'sH t-UWFt H HTOHt ^ fiPHW OT-WTOH (TO 7 ) ?7Ut' ufH»T I HTfT TOoT H 
dM^'d' F fere ^ U,ftTU^(S<So|'d' H'fdy >H T TO T TFHHoT SUH TO 1 " ofTO OTt 
UTF I HTff HHHVTO orfuMfe F rt'fyo* ?^jf, HHt oj'.^d' TTO 1 ^t M U l" 
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Happening at Nankana Sahib 



In October 1920 A.D., a congregation was held at Dharowal, district 
Shekhupura for reform in Gurdwara Nankana Sahib in which the leaders 
revealed to the gathering of devotees, the misdeeds being committed inside the 
Gurdwara. It was unanimously resolved that the Mahant be asked to mend his 
ways. When Mahant Narain Dass was asked to reform himself, he started making 
preparations to oppose the Panth (Sikh community) instead. He did not feel it 
necessary to pay heed to the suggestions of the Committee. He was the owner 
of the estate attached to the Gurdwara with an income of one hundred thousand 
rupees besides the offerings of the Gurdwara. 

The Mahant recruited hooligans and rogues as paid employees to oppose 
the Sikhs. With the help of the Government, he collected from Lahore, guns, 
pistols and other arms and ammunition. He brought and stored fourteen tins 
of paraffin. He got the Gurdwara gate strengthened and got holes made in it so 
that bullets could be fired through them. The Government was using every 
available weapon to make the Akali movement of Gurdwaras reform, a failure. 
Mahant Narain Dass was one of those weapons in the hands of the Government 
and the Government wanted to make full use of him. As such, Mr. King, the 
Commissioner of Lahore was extending every kind of help to the Mahant and 
had promised him help in the future as well. The Mahant was dancing like a 
puppet in the hands of the Government. 

In the meeting of the Parbandhak Committee at Khara Sauda on the 
17th February, 1921 A. D., was decided that two jathas (squads) one led by Bhai 
Lachhman Singh and the other by Bhai Kartar Singh Jhabbar should meet at 
Chander Kot on the 19th February. From there they were to reach Nankana Sahib 
early in the morning of the 20th February to talk to the Mahant. Seeing the 
preparations of the Mahant, the Parbandhak Committee held a meeting in the 
office of the 'Akali Patrika' (news paper) on the 19th February in which it was 
resolved that squads should not be taken to Nankana Sahib on the 20th 
February. Bhai Kartar Singh Jhabbar was present in the meeting. He was 
informed about the new decision and was told to inform Bhai Lachhman Singh 
and he took the responsibility to do so. 

In accordance with the original programme, Bhai Lachhman Singh reached 
Chander Kot on the night of the 19th February with his squad of one hundred 
and fifty Singhs. He waited for the squad of Bhai Kartar Singh Jhabbar for some 
time but when they did not arrive, Bhai Lachhman Singh said to the Singhs of 
his squad, "When we have started for a good cause, we should not waste time." 
All members of the squad agreed. Bhai Lachhman Singh got a promise from the 
squad not to strike and remain peaceful come what may. After that the squad 
prayed for the success of their nobel resolve. When, after the prayer, the squad 
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was about to move forward, Bhai Waryam Singh arrived. He showed them the 
letter about the new decision of the Committee. Bhai Tehal Singh said, "Dear 
Khalsa, we have taken our resolve at the prayer and cannot turn back now. It 
is imperative for us to move forward." The squad as a whole moved forward 
following Bhai Tehal Singh. 

The squad arrived at Nankana Sahib on 20th February, bathed in the pool 
and entered the Gurdwara at 6 a.m. Bhai Lachhman Singh sat in'Taabiya' (behind 
Guru Granth Sahib). The squad started singing 'Asa Di War' (Ballad from Guru 
Granth Sahib). The Mahant had got the news of the squad's arrival at Chander 
Kot on the 19th February evening. He had gathered his men at night and briefed 
them about their duties. After the squad had sat down, the Mahant signalled 
his men to carry out the predetermined plan. 

The Mahant's men closed the main gate and started firing from roof tops. 
Twenty-five or twenty-six Singhs became martyrs to those bullets in the courtyard 
while another sixty or so sitting inside the Darbar Sahib became targets of the 
bullets. When the Mahant's men saw no one moving, they came down with swords 
and choppers. Any Singh they found breathing was cut to pieces. 

At the sound of the gun-fire, Bhai Dalip Singh and Bhai Waryam Singh who 
were sitting in the factory of Bhai Uttam Singh, got up and rushed towards the 
Gurdwara. When the Mahant saw them coming, he shot Bhai Dalip Singh with 
his pistol while his men cut Bhai Waryam Singh to pieces. They threw their bodies 
into kilns where other bodies were also burning. When no Singh with hair could 
be seen upto the railway line, the Mahant asked his men to collect all the dead 
bodies, pour paraffin and burn them. The body of one Singh was found tied to 
a tree and burnt. 

At 9.15 a.m., Sardar Uttam Singh conveyed the news by telegram through 
Sardar Karam Singh Station Master to the Governor of Panjab, Commissioner, 
Deputy Commissioner, Superintendent of police and Sikh centres. Deputy 
Commissioner, Mr. Curry reached at 12.30 p.m. while Commissioner, Mr. King 
arrived at 9.30 p.m. They arrested twenty Pathans and locked the Gurdwara. 
Sardar Kartar Singh Jhabbar arrived with his squad on the 21st February. The 
number of that squad had increased to twenty- two hundred. On the demand of 
the leader of the squad, Mr. Curry handed over the keys of the Gurdwara to him. 
At 7.30 p.m. on the 22nd February, the bodies of the martyrs were cremated 
according to Sikh tradition. 

'Zamindara', an Urdu paper wrote in its editorial of the 23rd February, 1921 
A.D., "What more proof of the shamelessness of the Muslims is required than 
that they have helped the Mahant. O, shameless Muslims, isn't the cup of your 
shamelessness and impudence full as yet? You used your guns and swords 
against those who went to Nankana Sahib to perform their religious duties. You 
are not fit to be called Muslims. You are worse than infidels." 
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wop ifflF H'foy 



8 > HcJTHH, 1922 ylH^l § UtT H^'rJ'd' UTf ^ WI F ZraFWJ Ft HtTcJ HHt?> f^f 

£zre HFt ToToid' sT^ftw £ yntn £ fdi^d'd ore fo»r i §77 §^ vrfe Ft F>fc f?¥ 

^cft HoT^" oT33" F 7 " HcTEVT H^ 1 " 3", §77/ § 50-50 t?3HW »fH £ £ HUt£ Ft oh? 

fent orct i HH^t crnzt £ Hdcrd f "fen ttct f fe? huf 7 m 1 fe^ 7 " i §h hzf- 

f%F- fUTT ^ fw § fk: Ht.Zt. >M5}lH<SW TOtH ofOT £ Tr^F 75^* tf^'Qd' 
HJ ore fFH 7 " I 13 H3^ 7? 3s?3'sJ Ht.W. ^VlQtH Ft 1{^V cVH ojc"y1 TO U 3TFt h fw 
§ fdl.^d'd of^ cT F^ 7 " f%F 9h<£' HJ ore fFH 7 " fa?* 7 " I 

§H HcT§ f%F- f^oT fe?7 trft fUcSHcSl'H 1 F 7 " W fdl.^d'd Uf^T, ftTH F 7 " HH^'d, HCT 
> HHcJ frN U'ttW'tt, fa»THH cTWTO nt I §H rft F fw § HfHH<<! >HHWH M 7 ?) £ 
^Ft-^Ft HW Ft oTF HHH ^VF pfW cft^ I 29 ^ofdHd, 1922 «)H^1 Ft ~d r 3 

§ §y fw § >>ff>{HTre 1r >>fer fT fw fF^ 7 fop* 1 " i 30 wdyd £ ^fet 

d'^rtftM foft, ?^ HZ 7 ^ "3" wt W ot TO list I 3HH §*U3 ITF UT^H 7 ^ W H'fdH 
Ft HoTO £ H% Ft H^ 7 " ore?7 OTt 31 >HoTf^ § H#t"H#U IT^-lfe F 7 H T H T ?) fotT 7 " cT 

h^HcS w few ^ f >h t ^' f 7 fydd'd ore?? *fcrti 

H^HA VTK^ £ HoTH § Ffw, "uM feH H^HcS 7?Uf cJc^t, HHt W fej 

ote 7 u 1" w 7 ^ oren frfur ^ h2h<s to § §^ fFH 7 , "w% ?r?rcT h fnc? u% f 
?ra ire 1 ^ toi fen 7 Ht, oft §h£ fmr fra ^t ?5ut' tor Here ?" fh »r§ 1 ut 
or oren frfui fft wfyes §rrg ^ ^th »f§ §rr? ^Ht vnnj fnW, ow 
frfui, ^TFt w?? frfui, r<sd»w frfm, ^re 7 frfui, ^ftu frfui, F 1 ^" crfwr^" 
frfui ^ frfm frfui^H 1 ^t 1 ^d'yl^d ^ fw f w«lcs fe^ w ^ ct gun f?HW fe^H 

T-re frN >>f r U^t>>f T ^3 ^U, fFT^ §y § f%HW H^" Ut I f^Hd ^ 

oreH frfuj h ^THt unnj frfuf tft>>r u^t>>r ^ w ore fe^ h wt^ § hz 7 ^rrtw 1 
cTct owt 1 ^TFt oren fnuf h f uot ttz ^ hhth § fcr, "vfer f^H 
#y fw ^et w ore ^ firs' tto ^d~ r 1" ^t ire uf^ ^cft 1 Hdid' £ f%^ 
ft frfur Ft few ^ it ore?7 firi 1 fw?? feV 1 ^?t oren few, cthht^ 

H'fdH F HUH ^Ft ^dl^'cS FTT F 30 HW F, ^5" UfZ fUsT If^" few HTH I 

FF fe?7 IfHnf fHUi, >HoTO UT^ dJHd'^'W H: HfU fHW WT~g F 24 HTW F, 

Hdlel IT bWI 

oJd'^l^d § TTF BM toT^ W xffe^T fBPK 1 " ^ §H^ fFH 1 ", "rTF BT^t 

§TJB HZ fw 75HTt H 7 " HH ^To|0h ^Z fBRH 1 " 3" BcT BTFt I VT HBoT ?7Ut* 
HUFF l" 
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Happening at Panja Sahib 

On the 8th August, 1922 A.D., the police arrested five Singhs for cutting 
Acacia wood for langar (community kitchen) from uncultivated land attached to 
Gurdwara Guru Ka Bagh. Everyone was sentenced to a fine of rupees fifty and 
imprisonment for six months on charge of stealing wood from the land of the 
Mahant. Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee started an agitation 
against this excess of the Government. Mr. B.T., the additional police 
superintendent started beating with clubs the Singhs taking part in the agitation. 
On the 13th September, the beating was stopped on motivation from Reverend 
C.F. Andrews and Singhs were arrested and sent to prisons. 

One day a squad of army pensioners led by Subedar Amar Singh Dhaliwal 
from Kapurthala state courted arrest. Magistrate Aslam Khan sentenced those 
Singhs to imprisonment of two and a half years and a fine of one hundred rupees 
each. Those Singhs were boarded on a train from Amritsar to Attak on the night 
of the 29th October, 1922 A.D. The train stopped at Rawalpindi on the 30th 
October and moved on after change of staff and taking water for the locomotive. 
The Sikh community of Gurdwara Panja Sahib on that route got ready food and 
drink to serve the Singhs of the squad, took it to the railway station early in the 
morning of the 31st October and started waiting for the train to arrive. 

The station master told them, "The train shall not stop at this station. You 
have made these arrangements for nothing." Bhai Karam Singh replied, "Baba 
Nanak had stopped a mountain with one hand. Cannot his Sikhs stop a train ?" 
At ten o'clock, seeing the train approaching, Bhai Karam Singh lay on the railway 
line. Next to him Bhai Partap Singh, Sardar Ganga Singh, Sardar Charan Singh, 
Sardar Nihal Singh, S. Tara Singh, S. Fakir Singh, S. Kalyan Singh and many 
other Singhs and Kaurs (female of Singh) squatted on the track. Seeing the Singhs 
lying on the track, the driver of the train blew the whistle time and again but 
the Singhs did not budge as if they had not heard the whistle at all. The engine 
ground the bones of Bhai Karam Singh and Bhai Partap Singh to pulp and the 
others suffered injuries. The train stopped. Bhai Karam Singh said to Sangat 
(Sikh devotees), "Serve the hungry Singhs in the train first. You can take care 
of us afterwards." The train halted for one and a half hours. The Sikhs served 
the Singhs in the train whole-heartedly and then turned to the injured. Bhai 
Karam Singh, thirty year old son of Bhai Bhagwan Dass Mahant of Kesgarh Sahib 
died after a few hours. On the next day Bhai Partap Singh, twenty-four years 
of age, son of S. Sarup Singh goldsmith of Akal Garh, Gu[jranwala attained 
martyrdom. 

When the train-driver was asked the reason for stopping the train, he replied, 
"When the train hit the Singhs lying on the track, vacuum lever dropped out of 
my hand and the train stopped. I did not apply the brakes." 
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H: f5TH77 frfuf ^ fife gfagr, fef i-l&Ud Ht I §U 2/35 frftf ItTV^ fe^ d^'Wtd'd 
Vft=ra H?> I Hdol'd f%^tr Wg oCtt i? #H fa^ § 28 ^t HtfT ^ ifcw? 

•e cT dld'fdd oTU fe^ 7 fgRH 1 " Ht I 1920 HtH^t fe^ §U >HoTOt HfUH H VTHg HS - cJTF I 
W W^T U^" oTgcT >HUtf 1921 HtH^t fe^ §y § >HoT^t ^ HcTdd H^ 1 " 

21 HW, 1921 HtH^t § UfWUygr frWdl frfa >HH^H<SW cTO^JH UFt Ht, §H 
fa^" f?7&W^\ fW ^t fecT Htf^UT UFt Htl §H f&3 hftF aft^ few Ht fa 21 .^d^dl 
§ <ScSd'<i' H'fdH UF Hfa £ faw^ § HU fUHT I §H Vftf^BT fe^ H: faH?7 fm! 
?tUWH?^l 2 1 HHt H: fan?) fHUf ^ sTcf? fooTO" tl B7F I ©Tp" ^ gf^TgTO 

y.dl'^d olTO ^ qOT^H H£t c7 Hfe>>r H tjg (ycfoi §Vg Hdd 'd F feUTJ dddld 1 c7g?fr>F 

Hf org frat>>r I 

cWHd 1921 HtH^t fa^ g^cP oTCT, fef H&Ud fe^" oPT^JH org c7 IjWcT tTO ^ 
77 td^d^ddl W gtf I WTHH 1922 FtH^t fa^ §y H 'TOg »foTOt xPWW' 77 

w M^hr w oT^d 1 Hf org f^H 1 " h trc ^ ?r 'hhu rra 1 *' Utf fe>>T I §H *HWg 

feg s/do('0 H HHlttW olfed'^' TOt>>T I §U fyHfdd'd ^t oTTO, fFRJ# twt^cT 

^ w £ tdd^^d^r ^ w$ rru fa §zr grg ^ <sut' §77 § hu fe^ 7 H'«9di' 1 
ot? vrfew, 5ttlJo»' ^ w r<so/wd' w org fcrgr, fnn Tra HdoPd ^ orafa5t»r ^ c7H 

TO tr^ Wd\ I Hdol'd ^ W § WBt II?7^T ^ ^fejT § B^T oTdTT Hf of^ f^F 
fwf fdl.^d'd ofdsi'Od ^fa^Tf feTH^"^ W'rttJ f^HI TTO^fa^^H cT V^I 

^ ^fe»r 7) w § fd^d'd c/d^'Od' Hf oca fe^" 1 fer 3^ 4 A, 1924 y)HsH 

^oT 91 fd^d'd c7^ H§ H W W VHtH TTO Vjc/'Hrt' cW HUt^T ^ 

^fW", TT^ HoT fa §U >Hnx PhO'^ I 

H: faTO fyfui fdl.^d'd W f?cT H77, fff?p ^ ^ofte Hd'fyd' W£ 

3 s ?rn org fent nt h fcr Ht, "h^ ufvrn §h ctnt ^grr ^ut i feu ^'Wd 1 

h ^gg g?7 1" 28 sg^gt, 1925 etn^t f 6 § ^nt, 10 § oro u^t, 41 § 2 nut^ 3" 

h or 7 hth HcT^t#eH34§ggtorg f^r Ht 1 H: fan^ fnW, h: oran fnW, 

H: fer fHUf , H: ^ fnW, H: ^Htu fnW 3" H: TJdH fHUI, 6 W f 27 .^d«^dl, 1926 FtH^t 

§ Hddrt h^" fau ^Ht ^ fent giFtl 
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Sardar Kishan Singh 

Sardar Kishan Singh belonged to village Birang, district Jalandhar. He was 
a Havaldar Major in 2/35 Sikh regiment. He was court martialled for twenty- 
eight days on the charge of propaganda against the Government and was 
pensioned off. He joined the Akali movement in 1920 A.D. For being a good 
preacher, he was made the secretary of the Akali Dal in April, 1921 A.D. 

In the Sikh Educational Conference which was held in Hoshiarpur on the 
21st March, 1921 A.D., a meeting of revolutionary Singhs was held in which it 
was resolved that those responsible for the happening at Nankana Sahib on the 
21st February, 1921 A.D., be punished. Sardar Kishan Singh was also present 
in that meeting. When warrants of arrest of Sardar Kishan Singh were issued 
on the 21st May, he went underground. With a view to stage an armed rebellion, 
he started making speeches against the Government at fairs and other 
gatherings. 

He held a conference at Rurka Kalan in Jalandhar district and named his 
preacher group as 'Chakarvarti Jatha' (squad on the move). In August 1922 A.D., 
he started a secret news paper by the name of Babbar Akali Doaba and renamed 
their squad as 'Babbar Akali Jatha'. Provoking articles and emotional poems were 
given in that news paper. They also printed posters which were pasted on the 
doors of the houses of adulators of the Government so that they may mend their 
ways failing which they will be punished. 

The Babbars finished off Zaildar Bishan Singh, Numbardar Banta Singh, 
Subedar Genda Singh, Labh Singh carpenter, Patwari Atta Mohammad, Bishan 
Singh Sandhran, Jwala Singh and many other adulators like them. The adulators 
stopped moving out of their houses for fear of death due to which the Government 
work in courts started to suffer. In order to arrest Babbars, the Government 
started harassing those giving them shelter and tempted those helping in their 
arrest with rewards. Falling to the temptation, those giving shelter, started getting 
the Babbars arrested. In this way, ninety-one Babbars had been arrested up to 
the 4th April, 1924 and many had attained martyrdom in the encounters with 
the police. Those Babbars who escaped, left Doaba region but they kept on 
chastising the adulators as long as they themselves were alive. 

Sardar Kishan Singh was one of those Babbars who had refused to take the 
help of a lawyer and had said, "We have no faith in the Government. These courts 
are mere a facade and deceit.'' On the 28th February, 1925 A.D., six Babbars 
were sentenced to death, ten were exiled, forty-one were imprisoned ranging from 
two months to seven years and thirty-four were released. Six Babbars namely, 
S. Kishan Singh, S. Karam Singh, S. Santa Singh, S. Nand Singh, S. Dalip Singh 
and S. Dharm Singh were hanged in the Central Jail, Lahore on the 
27th February, 1926 A.D. 
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FF5T dldlHd 



Hd'd'rl' fdWH?^ frfuf £ 25 rlcS^dl, 1912 FtH¥t £ U^H-dM HsI'Md HH, Ft dJJ 
dTO H'fdH fft Uf3t fe^ >fflFH TO ct, ^tT-^fUd'dl d*W'd »Tlf ut llfTO W?t Ht I 
§TO foTH >tfdTH >tf£Hd W ^TT-^T H^'Wd ^ fcSH'cS ITU3 ofe* Ht , fFPT fcT fds?'H 

hT i §hu d^R f^g f^m'tsu'dl firm, crat t'Hd'd HrF ct to fan yk-fofk ^ feu Here* 

Ht, fan §^UU TO fcT >HBTtiT Hdol'd ^ W^t «%ft TOt Ht I 20 .sid^dl § <S<Sof'<*' H'fdH 
^ Hdlt 1 ' ^t X?T^ 77^ fdWTH fed" H?TFt tTCt Ht, ffTH W ^t Hdd'd ftTH^d" Ht I feH 
3d/ £ TO-¥dT3 § d^-dM fild § »fdTH Hdol'd OTt Hdtd'Hd TO?^ HHcTW HT I 

>HdTH Hdol'd §H§ d^-dM 3 1 »TC5UT c7d7? ^ Hd'cV <*'Wtdl Ht I Hd'd'H' Iff^HW 
?T# ^t fd^HTRH fFoT cHFT7>t TP" ^t W^oft tHHdtdHdl ct £ fdT»T I §H W^oft £ 

cPU?7 §?f ^ TO Fdra 1 ' U fdW I >>fdTH Hdol'd £ Hot ^ Ob'Q'^ UH 
T^t £ Hd'd'H § 9 HW'«1, 1923 FtH^t § dfet 3 1 3" §H§ f37? ^t 

H'W'cV H'dfld £ ct 9dd'^<S ttT fTO 1 " I 

Hd'd'H £ dkHG - H 1 ^ rT^ §*Ud" fd>tf T H3 ^t UdrT HU3 TOt I feH HHH f^U 

25-27 >HdTH3, 1923 EtTT^t § fw TO >M dJdtWd' dldlHd fe^ >H^V ire ufw I 
ywtn £ ow»ru »r^r ^wt HdT3 £ ?r fore HJ cTU f^3 3 AdTU WFt dHe # ct 
>h t ^" ^^t Hdi3 f tdyd'Od wdft i ywtn ^ fen 337 £ d^yly ^ to ^t hbth 

oWW >H r § 1 ut Ulft" I 27 >HdTH3 § vfotH ^ H: fFUd" fHW fe § fw foTH ^ Hi" 

dlf cfrH H'fdy rft ^ d^fw ^ fd^d'd oTUfo^ I f^oT fnV § dJU dT^" H'fd^ rft ^et d'T^H 7 
H 1 fdl.^d'd ordTT f^T TTolkcT HHW 7 Hcf fdFH 1 " I HdTH ^ oft^ fcT >HyV ITO* ^t 

^ 3oT d^ft tT^ TO HcT Hdol'd fFH f^U OTW ^ tr 3Ut* UUtft I 
WHt HH^t cTH^t ^ »ffH3HU H 1 fHW U Ifftfot HdHd ^ #TO Hf cTd fTO I 
9 HdHd, 1923 ylH«^l § fnV fd>H T HH t 3 UfTH ^ HfuU*" fw ^ Hdd'd ^ 
^ dH VdTZ oTdT^ 75Ft TT^H of# I 14 HdHd § fWTjtw ^ dJd^TU dldlHd ^ Wd t^t 
HdTd, H^'td'd' 3 dJJ djg TFfaH tTt ^t ^fw TO fw § fdl.^d'd cTd" fo»F I 15 HdHd 
"3 s UcJ UH 25 frfur ^ TO 1 , HH^t cTHZt ^ dldlHd ^Hd' Hf bTd" fTO 1 " I UU TO ^ 
3 1 vfU75+ fTW W Ud" fo»T rFe 1 fcT Hd 1 f<SH'<S', Wft dldlHd Wd" tf^3 TO W 
ire § >HW cTUTT >H3 dJUEW WU^'d'^'cS' TO ^HdTd^ dVf^TO cT fTO HdM 1 ^ 1 
> HOT T d' ire cTd?^ U I TOU >HfTO T oTdt^T tjfe»F Hdol'dl cTdWUt^ TO TTM^T 
>H3 HHlHd' HfTOt^ 3^ §77 § >Hfe TOiR ^t TOt>ft fw »fdT TO 

TTdTP" 3 Hfdd' Ul 

HUcTO rTf^T dtdTHd "UTOT 3" Iffo^ Ut fdTj^d^ oTd ^^t I TO" 1? fHW J wfzw 
3 ^ ^ fTO dlf ct ^t fe^ fedT rTOT | 13 ^dd^d, 1923 «lH^l 
f HH^t of>T?t 3 >HcTOtvJ^§ Hdol'd f^dUl llWt>>T cTd^ ^ ct ^ wt>>r § fd^d'd 
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ore ftw ferW I dldlHd § tT% §H Hd/ ut tTC dU I 7 H<S^dl, 1924 «1hW1 § ?^t' H^t 
HH^t oTMZt H vmt^T § fdl.^d'd offer fef I Hdd'd ^ Ht fcT ofM^t H HW § 

fdj^d'd ore?? HcRF t<$ U H'^dl' I §7? ^ fetJ'd' ^ §7^" HcT# FW^HilU 
few I 

9 sJd^dl, 1924 «1h<^) £ VH H frfur ^ IfftTfy" Hdlt/I rT^ 7 c7Hcft W c7 Ht >HoTO 
3tfH Hrfim It I fHTTtH »fdt ffe, flfs VfT twit for?? H r fUH # ct ^ 

H?T, fWtJot'd HtdJfBm H'fdy r# Ut ITOoft, ftfg Hdltdl tW, W W ^frf* FHItT - 
fei? Ht I foj iW dHH HW IT^U 7 , ttdl'O'td 1 , t/W'A tTVF^tJ 1 " dldlHd ^ 

?F fcKT Ht I Heft dTTH f%tJ tTH ^t H^ 1 " tf*!, Kfe^THt, <5*T >H r fe ?PTF5" ofTO H?> , 

Hdoi'd WoT §^Td" H% ^t H^ 1 " 7? ore?? WBt W XFfe>>F few Ht I 

21 sid^dl £ W fz^t H'fdy ^ vfrPW fecT »fgji? >MjgH3 £ fcF, "fcT rT^J, 
7?Uf «T" dTWt W^t H'9dfl l" tW »fdT ^XT^t fol»T I »f3HJ £ rJtt'Qd W <Jc7H F 
feH 1 " I f-J?? "UTH "UrT fvfc" rtdl'd'd ^t^et^Utl ^tW W 7 " W »fdT ^TO 1 " fUP>T I 

3iwt to fife' ure-H^re ft? h ywtn, wt t? £ ere nre ir, #fw ?ro ^ 

ct ^ dTFt I §H feS" HH H frw fdJsJd'd oftH 1 " fdT»T", ^ H fHW tWVft UH H 

fHof h ^ orgk fnW Hute ufi 

Hutet tt! ^ fd^d'd oft^ w& ftri 1 , ?r# ^ urorvr £ fer ^th oCd'^'H y<*^'«l, 

fHH fe* Wt fW § forF ^ HUT oftH 1 " rT^ I f TO TOoTf^ tT^ I ^ BJVH 

»rar *h h^" Hret»r rFet>>r i §y ^ uff^r H^t»r fent>*r" tt^ti H^et 

§ T^T W5 gf^PH 1 " TT^ 1 " I Hdol'd fHUT §TfcT HWHtnT TO ^t 7^ rT% WHt 

tJFI idUH HUt^t TTt §*U3 UR5t rJtt'«l TTO flf^ fej HTO 7 >HHcr-d'H<idl dfddloi 
HS" fcJPH 1 " I 

17 »f&W, 1925 ylH^l f iffT H »for T Wt»r' ^ HTJ^ H^Et rT^ Ht »T5TO 3MH H T fUH 
^ ^fe»T I §H^ BJ^T^ dldlHd ^ Iffu?^ 11 1925 FtH^t f VfTH ^ 

dl^dcSd HB flWofH TOt ^ HJTO^TH 1 " >ftoT? ^t ^'<Sdfl F fe^t I 27 § H^ >KoTHt 

fdTr>>f ore fira bifi fFoT h^ ^h Hut^ fu^ w ore?? ^t w$ fnw drnt i 
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Happening at Gangsar 

At the time of accession to throne on the 25th January, 1912 A. D., Maharaja 
Ripudaman Singh, after performing the prayer to Guru Granth Sahib, had himself 
donned the sword, symbolising authority to rule. He did not get some British 
officer to bestow on him the symbol to Govern as was the custom. In his state, 
a Singh wearing a sword and black turban could move freely although it was 
banned by the British Government. The day of the 20th February was dedicated 
to the memory of martyrs of Nankana Sahib in the state of Nabha the 
responsibility of which happening lay on the Government. How could the British 
Government tolerate such a patriot on the throne ? 

The British Government was looking for an excuse to remove him from the 
throne. The Maharaja of Patiala abducted a girl named Rajni from Nabha state. 
A quarrel arose between those two on account of that girl. Taking advantage of 
the opportunity, the British Government dethroned the Maharaja of Nabha on 
the 9th July, 1923 A.D., and sent him to Dehradun with a yearly allowance of 
three hundred thousand rupees. 

There was a great unrest among the people of the state on the dethronement 
of the Maharaja. In this connection the Sikhs organised an 'Akhand Path' 
(continuous recitation of Guru Granth Sahib) in Gurdwara Gangsar in Jaito 
Mandi between 25th to 27th August, 1923 A.D. The police started taking down 
the names of those coming to the congregation and threatened those who brought 
rations for the' langar' (free kitchen). The devotees kept coming to the Gurdwara 
inspite of this type of attitude of the police. On the 27th August, the police 
arrested Sardar Inder Singh Maur from the presence of Guru Granth Sahib 
without any warrant. The arrest of a Sikh from the presence of Guru Granth Sahib 
became a religious matter for the Sikhs. The 'Sangat' (Sikh devotees) decided that 
a chain of 'Akhand Paths' should be continued as long as the Government does 
not stop interference. The Shiromani Committee started sending squads of Singhs 
for the 'Akhand Paths' from Amritsar from the 1st September. 

The Sikhs took out processions in the Sikh states and the towns of Punjab 
on the 9th September, 1923 A.D., to show their resentment against the 
interference of the Government. On the 14th September, policemen arrested those 
sitting in congregation, attendants and the reciter sitting in attendance of Guru 
Granth Sahib from Gurdwara Gangsar. The Shiromani Committee started 
sending a squad of twenty-five Singhs daily from Amritsar from the 15th 
September. Before the departure of the squad, the Singhs were asked to take 
the pledge, "My aim is to restart the interrupted 'Akhand Path' in Gurdwara 
Gangsar and to keep it going in the Gurdwara independently and collectively in 
the form of congregation according to Sikh tradition. If in doing so, I have to face 
hardship and trouble at the hands of the Government officials, I shall bear all 
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very politely and without lifting my hand to strike." 

The Government arrested those squads before they reached Gangsar. The 
Singhs of the squads were beaten up, kept hungry for two days at a stretch and 
let off in the forest of Nabha. On the 13th October, the leaders of Shiromani 
Committee and Akali Dal were arrested after declaring the parties as anti- 
government. The squads kept on marching to Gangsar as before. The new elected 
leaders of Shiromani Committee were arrested on the 7th January, 1924 A.D. 
The Government was of the view that the agitation would fail by the arrest of 
the members of the committee but contrary to their views the agitation intensified 
further. 

On the 9th February, 1924 A.D., the first martyr squad of five hundred 
Singhs in saffron attire marched from'Sri Akal Takht'. A band preceded the squad 
followed by five beloved ones with saffron flags (Nishan Sahib). The palanquin 
of Guru Granth Sahib was in the middle followed by the squad of martyrs in 
lines of four. This squad was proceeding towards Gangsar reciting hymns, 
shouting slogans and holding congregations on the way. The people were serving 
the squad with milk, water, sweets and fruits etc. although the Government was 
exerting great pressure on people not to serve them. 

When the squad reached near Tibbi Sahib on the 21st February, a British 
officer said, "Stop, otherwise there will be firing." The squad kept on moving 
forward. The officer ordered to open fire. Firing continued from three sides for 
five minutes. Bearing the brunt of fire the squad continued to advance. As firing 
stopped, mounted soldiers and police beat the surviving members of the squad, 
tied them with ropes and took them inside the fort. Seven hundred Singhs were 
arrested that day, about two hundred were injured and one hundred attained 
martyrdom. 

After the arrest of the squad of martyrs, the rulers of Nabha set up a special 
torture chamber in which the leading Singhs were taken and tortured. They were 
hung feet up and were hit on the genitals, sticks were thrust in their rectums. 
They were kept naked outside in cold. Inspite of these tortures on the Singhs, 
every time more Singhs presented themselves for the next squads than were 
asked by the Committee. Singhs came from as far off as Canada, Hongkong, 
Shinghai to join the squads. After firing on the first squad of martyrs, this'Morcha' 
(agitation) became an international movement. 

The sixteenth squad of martyrs of five hundred Singhs started from'Sri Akal 
Takht' on the 17th April, 1925 A.D. Before that squad had reached Gurdwara 
Gangsar, Sri Malcolm Heely, the Governor of Punjab gave approval to the 
Gurdwara Act on the 1 1th July, 1925 A.D. All the 'Akalis' (Singhs) were released 
on the 27th July. Freedom to hold 'Akhand Path' at Jaito was obtained after one 
year and ten months. 
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